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The Mercies
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
Inspired by real historical events, The Mercies is a
breathtaking story of love, fear and obsession, and
the strength and courage of women.
On Christmas Eve, 1617, the sea around the remote
Norwegian island of Vardø is thrown into a reckless storm.
As Maren Magnusdatter watches, forty fishermen, including
her father and brother, are lost to the waves, the menfolk of
Vardø wiped out in an instant.
Now the women must fend for themselves.
Eighteen months later, a sinister figure arrives. Summoned
from Scotland to take control of a place at the edge of the
civilized world, Absalom Cornet knows what he needs to
do to bring the women of Vardø to heel. With him travels
his young wife, Ursa. In Vardø, and in Maren, Ursa finds
something she has never seen before: independent women.
But Absalom sees only a place untouched by God and
flooded with a mighty and terrible evil, one he must root out
at all costs.
‘A gripping novel inspired by a reallife witch hunt. Hargrave’s prose is
visceral and immersive; the muddy,
cold life and politics of a fishing village
leap to vivid life. But her most vital
insights are about the human heart:
how terrifyingly quickly prejudices can
turn into murder, and how desperately
we need love and courage to oppose it.
Beautiful and chilling’ Madeline Miller,
author of Circe
‘A book for our times . . . Millwood
Hargrave is a whirlwind, stormbuilding talent’ Daisy Johnson, Man
Booker Prize shortlisted author of
Everything Under

Inspired by the real events of the Vardø storm and the 1621
witch trials, Kiran Millwood Hargrave’s The Mercies is a story
about how suspicion can twist its way through a community,
and a love that may prove as dangerous as it is powerful.

Kiran Millwood Hargrave (b. 1990) is an award-winning poet,
playwright, and novelist. Her bestselling works for children
include The Girl of Ink & Stars, and have won numerous awards
including the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, the British
Book Awards Children’s Book of the Year, and the Blackwell’s
Children’s Book of the Year, and been shortlisted for prizes such
as the Costa Children’s Book Award and the Blue Peter Best
Story Award. The Mercies is her first novel for adults. Kiran lives
by the river in Oxford, with her husband, artist Tom de Freston,
and their rescue cat, Luna.
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Fake Law
The Truth About Justice in an Age of Lies
The Secret Barrister
An eye-opening, blackly comic and disturbing
examination of the stupidity, malice and
incompetence behind many of the biggest legal
stories of recent years.
Did the courts really order the death of an innocent baby? Was
there an illegal immigrant who couldn’t be deported because he
had a pet cat? Are unelected judges truly ‘enemies of the people’?
Most of us think the law is only relevant to criminals, if we
even think of it at all. But the law touches every area of our
lives: from intimate family matters to the biggest issues in
our society.
Our unfamiliarity is dangerous because it makes us
vulnerable to media spin, political lies and the kind of
misinformation that frequently comes from other loudmouthed amateurs and those with vested interests. This
allows the powerful and the ignorant to corrupt justice
without our knowledge – worse, we risk letting them make
us complicit.
‘Everyone who has any interest in
public life should read the Secret
Barrister’ Daily Mail
‘A sensitive and knowledgeable
storyteller, the Secret Barrister does
for lawyers what James Herriot did for
vets’ James O’Brien

Thankfully, the Secret Barrister is back to cross-examine the
evidence in some of the biggest legal stories of recent years.
In Fake Law, the Secret Barrister builds an hilarious, alarming
and eye-opening defence against the abuse of our law, our
rights and our democracy.

The Secret Barrister is a junior barrister specializing in
criminal law, and the author of the award-winning blog www.
thesecretbarrister.com. Their first book, The Secret Barrister:
Stories of the Law and How It’s Broken, was a Sunday Times top-ten
hardback bestseller for twenty-four consecutive weeks and a
number-one paperback non-fiction bestseller.
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Funny Weather
Art in an emergency
Olivia Laing
Olivia Laing, prize-winning, bestselling author of
The Lonely City and Crudo, is back with a careerspanning collection of essays on the power of art
in times of crisis.
In this remarkable new collection of essays, writer and critic
Olivia Laing brings together a career’s worth of writing
about why art – paintings, books, music – really matters.
From To the River to The Lonely City, all of Laing’s books have
been about the role of art in real lives: how it can help make
sense of difficult personal circumstance or show the truth
about cruel or unjust political situations.
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Funny Weather shows the development of her passions, from
the artists and writers who have inspired her to the column
‘Funny Weather’ that she writes for Frieze, where she
grapples with the political changes of the last three years.

‘Luminously wise and deeply
compassionate . . . Laing is a masterful
biographer, memoirist and critic.’
Helen Macdonald, author of H is for
Hawk

In this frightening political moment, in which the humanities
are being dangerously undervalued, we’re often told that
art can’t really change anything. Laing argues that it can. It
changes how we see the world. It makes plain inequalities,
and it suggests fertile new ways of living.

Olivia Laing is the author of three acclaimed works of nonfiction. To the River (2011) was shortlisted for the Ondaatje Prize
and the Dolman Travel Book of the Year. The Trip to Echo Spring
(2013) was shortlisted for the Costa Biography Prize and the
Gordon Burn Prize. The Lonely City (2015) won the Eccles British
Library Writer’s Award, was shortlisted for the Gordon Burn
Prize and the National Book Critics Circle Award for Criticism
and has been translated into fifteen languages. Her first novel,
Crudo, was published in 2018 to great critical acclaim. It was
a Sunday Times bestseller and was shortlisted for the Gordon
Burn Prize and the Goldsmiths Prize. In 2018 she was awarded a
Windham-Campbell Prize for non-fiction.
Laing writes on art and culture for many publications, including
the Guardian, New Statesman, New York Times and Frieze. She is
currently working on Everybody, an ambitious cultural survey of
embodiment in the modern age.
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Amnesty
Aravind Adiga
A riveting, suspenseful and exuberant novel from
the bestselling, Man Booker Prize-winning author
of The White Tiger and Selection Day about a young
illegal immigrant who must decide whether to
report crucial information about a murder – and
thereby risk deportation.
Danny – Dhananjaya Rajaratnam – is an illegal immigrant
in Sydney, denied refugee status after he has fled from
Sri Lanka. Working as a cleaner, living out of a grocery
storeroom, for three years he’s been trying to create a
new identity for himself. And now, with his beloved vegan
girlfriend, Sonja, with his hidden accent and highlights in his
hair, he is as close as he has ever come to living a normal
Australian life.

‘Adiga is a real writer – that is to say,
someone who forges an original voice
and vision’ Sunday Times
‘Beautifully done . . . As honest a
book as it is entertaining: funny and
engaging’ John Burnside, The Times
(Last Man In Tower)
‘Blazingly savage and brilliant . . . Not
a single detail in this novel rings false
or feels confected’ Neel Mukherjee,
Sunday Telegraph (The White Tiger)
‘Adiga . . . has grown in his art since his
Booker prizewinning debut.’ Kamila
Shamsie (Selection Day)
‘The most exciting novelist writing in
English today.’ A. N. Wilson

But then one morning, Danny learns a female client of his
has been murdered. The deed was done with a knife, at a
creek he’d been to with her before; and a jacket was left
at the scene, which he believes belongs to another of his
clients – a doctor with whom Danny knows the woman was
having an affair. Suddenly Danny is confronted with a choice:
come forward with his knowledge about the crime and risk
being deported, or say nothing, and let justice go undone?
Over the course of a single day, evaluating the weight of his
past, his dreams for the future, and the unpredictable, often
absurd reality of living invisibly and undocumented, he must
wrestle with his conscience and decide if a person without
rights still has responsibilities.
Propulsive, insightful, and full of Aravind Adiga’s signature
wit and magic, Amnesty is both a timeless moral struggle and
a universal story with particular urgency today.

Aravind Adiga was born in 1974 in Madras (now Chennai) and
grew up in Mangalore in the south of India. He was educated
at Columbia University in New York and Magdalen College,
Oxford. His articles have appeared in publications including the
New Yorker, the Sunday Times, the Financial Times, and the Times
of India. His first novel, The White Tiger, won the Man Booker
Prize for Fiction in 2008.

20/02/2020 • £16.99 • 9781509879038 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 352pp • Rights: WEL Excluding US CAN Non-Exclusive EU & EFTA
23/01/2020 • £14.99 • 9781509879045 • Fiction • Trade Paperback Royal • 352pp • Rights: WEL Excluding US CAN Non-Exclusive EU & EFTA

65

A House Through Time
David Olusoga and Melanie Backe-Hansen
A tie-in to the acclaimed BBC television series.

© Andrew Hayes-Watkins

In recent years house histories have become the new
frontier of popular, participatory history. People who have
encountered their ancestors in the archives and uncovered
family secrets are now turning to the secrets contained
within the four walls of their homes and in doing so finding a
direct link to earlier generations. And it is ordinary homes,
not grand public buildings or the mansions of the rich that
have all the best stories.
As with the television series, A House Through Time offers
readers not only the tools to explore the histories of
their own homes, but also a vividly readable history of the
British city. The rises and falls, the shifts in the fortunes of
neighbourhoods and communities are here, tracing the often
surprising journey one single house can take from elegant
dwelling in a fashionable district to a tenement for society’s
rejects.
Packed with remarkable human stories, David Olusoga and
Melanie Backe-Hansen provide a phenomenal insight into
living history, a history we can see every day on the streets
where we live. And it reminds us that it is at home that we
are truly ourselves.

David Olusoga is an award-winning British-Nigerian historian,
broadcaster, presenter and filmmaker. He is Professor of
Public History at the University of Manchester and a regular
contributor to the Guardian, Observer, New Statesman and BBC
History Magazine. His 2016 book Black and British won the PEN
Hessell-Tiltman Prize and the Longman-History Today Trustees
Award. In 2019 he was awarded an OBE for services to history
and community integration.
Melanie Backe-Hansen is a historian, writer and speaker, who
specializes in researching the social history of houses throughout
the United Kingdom. A member of the Royal Historical Society,
she is the author of two books, House Histories: The Secrets
Behind Your Front Door (2011) and Historic Streets and Squares: The
Secrets on Your Doorstep (2013), and she was a consultant on the
television series of A House Through Time.
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The Glass Hotel
Emily St. John Mandel
A captivating novel of money, beauty, crime, and
moral compromise in which a woman disappears
from a container ship off the coast of Mauritania
and a massive Ponzi scheme implodes in New
York, dragging countless fortunes with it.
From the bestselling, award-winning author of
Station Eleven.
Vincent is the beautiful bartender at the Hotel Caiette, a
five-star glass-and-cedar palace on the northernmost tip
of Vancouver Island. New York financier Jonathan Alkaitis
owns the hotel. When he passes Vincent his card with a
tip, it’s the beginning of their life together. That same day,
a hooded figure scrawls a note on the windowed wall of the
hotel: ‘Why don’t you swallow broken glass.’ Leon Prevant,
a shipping executive for a company called NeptuneAvramidis, sees the note from the hotel bar and is shaken
to his core. Thirteen years later Vincent mysteriously
disappears from the deck of a Neptune-Avramidis ship.
Praise for Station Eleven
‘Glorious, unexpected, superbly
written; just try putting it down’
The Times
‘Station Eleven is so compelling, so
fearlessly imagined, that I wouldn’t
have put it down for anything’ Ann
Patchett, author of Bel Canto and State
of Wonder

Weaving together the lives of these characters, The
Glass Hotel moves between the ship, the skyscrapers of
Manhattan, and the wilderness of remote British Columbia,
painting a breathtaking picture of greed and guilt, fantasy and
delusion, art and the ghosts of our pasts.

Emily St. John Mandel was born in Canada and studied dance at
The School of Toronto Dance Theatre. She is the author of the
novels Last Night in Montreal, The Singer’s Gun, The Lola Quartet
and Station Eleven and is a staff writer for The Millions. She is
married and lives in New York.
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The Economists’ Hour
How the False Prophets of Free Markets Fractured Our Society
Binyamin Appelbaum
After decades of pervasive influence over
government policy, economists have done much
to create the world in which we live. But as much
of the Western world turns against ‘experts’, has
their time come to an end?
Binyamin Appelbaum tells the biography of a revolution:
the story of how economists who believed in the power
of free markets transformed government, the conduct of
business and, as a result, the patterns of everyday life. Over
four decades, these economists played a leading role in
reshaping taxation and public spending and clearing the way
for globalization.
The United States was the epicentre of this intellectual
ferment, but the embrace of markets was a global
phenomenon, seizing the imagination of politicians across
the world, from the UK to Chile and New Zealand.
Yet this revolution failed to deliver on its central promise of
increased prosperity. In the US, growth has slowed in every
successive decade since the 1960s. Policymakers traded
well-paid jobs for low-cost electronics; the loss of work
weakened the fabric of society and of democracy. Soaring
inequality extends far beyond incomes: life expectancy for
less affluent Americans has declined in recent years. And the
focus on efficiency has come at the expense of the future:
lower taxes instead of education and infrastructure; limited
environmental regulation as oceans rise and California and
Greece burn.
This book is a reckoning: the economists’ hour is coming
to an end, and the world they have left us with feels less
predictable than when it began.

Binyamin Appelbaum writes about economics and business
for the editorial page of the New York Times. His reporting for
the Charlotte Observer on subprime lending won a George Polk
Award and was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize. He lives with his
wife and children in Washington, DC.
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Little Bandaged Days
Kyra Wilder
Dark and gripping, Little Bandaged Days is the
story of a mother who loves her children so
much, it might just be driving her mad . . .
What is a mother anyway when her children are asleep? What
could she possibly be? If a tree falls in a forest. It’s like that, isn’t
it?
A mother moves to Geneva with her husband and their two
young children. In their beautiful new rented apartment,
surrounded by their rented furniture, and several Swiss
instructions to maintain quiet, she finds herself totally
isolated. Her husband’s job means he is almost never
present, and her entire world is caring for her children –
making sure they are happy, and fed and comfortable, and
that they can be seen as the happy, well-fed, comfortable
family they should be. Everything is perfect.

‘Little Bandaged Days showcases
the breathtaking new talent of Kyra
Wilder. This is a compelling tale of a
woman’s slide into madness, all while
living what seems to be the perfect life.
Part metaphor for modern life, part
lament for the lost wildness of life, this
novel demonstrates both writing chops
and deeper themes. Wilder is a writer
to watch’ Rene Denfeld, bestselling
author of The Child Finder

But, of course, it’s not. The isolation, the sleeplessness, the
demands of two people under two, are getting to Erika. She
has never been so alone, and once the children are asleep,
there are just too many hours to fill until morning, and there
is something coming to get her . . .
Kyra Wilder’s Little Bandaged Days is a beautifully written,
painfully claustrophobic story about a woman’s descent
into madness. Unpredictable, frighteningly compelling and
brutally honest, it grapples with the harsh conditions of
motherhood and this mother’s own identity, and as the
novel continues, we begin to wonder just what exactly Erika
might be driven to do.

Kyra Wilder is a first-time novelist who received her BA and MA
in English Literature at San Francisco State University, where
she then worked under Michael Tusk at the Michelin-starred
Quince, making pasta. She continued working in restaurants in
New York, before moving with her family to Switzerland, where
she is now based.
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Correspondents
Tim Murphy
By turns gripping and deeply moving, and
moving from New England to the Middle East,
Correspondents is an epic family saga, for readers
of The Kite Runner and The Sympathizer.
Spanning the breadth of the twentieth century and into
the post-9/11 wars and their legacy, Correspondents centres
on Rita Khoury, an Irish-Lebanese woman whose life and
family history mirrors the story of modern America. Both
sides of Rita’s family came to the United States in the golden
years of immigration, and in her home north of Boston Rita
grows into a stubborn, perfectionist, and relentlessly bright
young woman. She studies Arabic at university and moves
to cosmopolitan Beirut to work as a journalist, and is then
posted to Iraq after the American invasion in 2003.

‘Murphy artfully connects multiple
narratives to produce a sprawling
tale of love, family, duty, war, and
displacement. It is above all a stinging
indictment of the ill-fated war in Iraq
and the heavy tolls it continues to exact
on its people.’ Khaled Hosseini
Praise for Christodora:
‘An engrossing and inspiring story of
loss, love and hope’ Observer
‘A thrillingly accomplished novel’ New
York Times

In Baghdad, Rita finds for the first time in her life that her
safety depends on someone else, her talented interpreter
Nabil al-Jumaili, an equally driven young man from a
middle-class Baghdad family who is hiding a secret about
his sexuality. As Nabil’s identity threatens to put him in
jeopardy and Rita’s position becomes more precarious as
the war intensifies, their worlds start to unravel, forcing
them out of the country and into an uncertain future.
Correspondents by Tim Murphy is a powerful story about
the legacy of immigration, the present-day world of
refugeehood, the violence that America causes both abroad
and at home, and the power of the individual and the family
to bring good into a world that is often brutal.

Tim Murphy is the author of Christodora. He has reported
on health, politics, and culture for twenty years, for such
publications as POZ Magazine, where he was an editor and
staff writer, Out, the New York Times, and New York. He lives in
Brooklyn.
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Mountain Road, Late at Night
Alan Rossi
When a couple are killed on an isolated road in
North Carolina they leave behind an orphaned son
and grieving relatives who must decide between
them who will be his caretaker, in a compulsive
novel exploring the nature of family.
Nicholas and his wife April live in a remote cabin in the Blue
Ridge Mountains with their four-year-old son, Jack. They
keep their families at a distance, rejecting what their loved
ones think of as ‘normal’. In the early hours of a Wednesday
morning, they are driving home from a party when their car
crashes on a deserted road and they are killed.
As the couple’s grieving relatives descend on the family
home, they are forced to decide who will care for the child
Nicholas and April left behind. Nicholas’s brother, Nathaniel,
and his wife Stefanie feel entirely unready to be parents but
his mother and father have issues of their own. And April’s
mother, Tammy, is driving across the country to claim her
grandson.
Experiencing a few traumatic days in the minds of each family
member, Alan Rossi’s debut, Mountain Road, Late at Night, is
a taut, nuanced and breathtaking look at what we do when
everything goes wrong, and the frightening fact that life
carries on, regardless. It is gripping, affecting and extremely
accomplished.

Alan Rossi was born in 1980 in Columbus, Ohio. His fiction has
appeared in Granta, the Atlantic, Missouri Review, Conjunctions,
Agni, and Ninth Letter, among others. His novella Did You Really
Just Say That To Me? was awarded the New England Review Award
for Emerging Writers, and he was the New England Review/Bread
Loaf Scholar for 2017. He is also the recipient of a Pushcart Prize
for his story ‘Unmoving Like a Mighty River Stilled’, and an O.
Henry Prize for ‘The Buddhist’. He lives in South Carolina with
his wife and daughter. Mountain Road, Late at Night is his first
novel.
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A Place For Everything
The Story of Alphabetical Order
Judith Flanders
A celebration of the alphabet, from its beginnings
to its pre-eminence as the organizing principle for
the world’s knowledge.
Few of us consider the order of the alphabet for long after
we first learn it as children. Yet it is alphabetic order, its
role in organization, that allows us to access centuries
of thought, of knowledge, of poetry, literature, scientific
discovery and discourse. Alphabetical order allows us to
locate the information we need, and disseminate it further.
Without alphabetical order, all the knowledge in the world
would lie in great unsifted stacks of books, unfindable,
unread, unknown.

Praise for Judith Flanders:
‘Excellent. Flanders’s questioning
intelligence makes this a delightful
book.’ Sunday Times (A Circle of
Sisters)
‘With Flanders’ expert knowledge
and guidance we can shudder at the
violence or the cold calculation of
murders . . . Excellent, well written and
hugely well informed.’ Daily Mail (The
Invention of Murder)

A Place For Everything traces the beginnings of alphabetization,
as we understand it, moving from the development of what
was, in effect, a sixteenth-century proto-card catalogue, to a
London bookseller who made a revolutionary breakthrough
when he alphabetized his books, not by lumping all the
‘Thomases’ together (Thomas More, Thomas Smith, Thomas
Elyot), but by ‘sirname’.
The alphabet itself is an ancient invention, yet alphabetical
order was the organizing principle that ushered in, and made
possible, the modern world. It may now be on its way out, as
binary code replaces the need to know that O comes after
N. It is long past time that this extraordinary development
was celebrated.

Judith Flanders is the author of the bestselling The Victorian
House: Domestic Life from Childbirth to Deathbed (2003); A Circle
of Sisters (2001), which was shortlisted for the Guardian First
Book Award; the New York Times bestseller The Invention of
Murder (2001), shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger for NonFiction; The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens’ London (2012),
shortlisted for the Los Angeles Times ‘History Book of the Year’;
The Making of Home (2014); and Christmas, A Biography (2017). In
her copious leisure time, she also writes the Sam Clair series of
comic crime novels.
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Lampedusa
Steven Price
In the spirit of Colm Tóibín’s The Master, and
Michael Cunningham’s The Hours, Lampedusa
is a novel about art and life, of loss and survival,
imagining how one of the greatest novels of the
twentieth century came to be written.
In the Sicily of the ’50s, still haunted by
memories of Fascism and the war, Giuseppe
Tomasi, the last Prince of Lampedusa, struggles
to complete the novel that will be his lasting
legacy, The Leopard.
In 1943, an Allied bomb destroyed the Lampedusa palace
in Palermo; in 1955, Giuseppe Tomasi is diagnosed with
advanced emphysema. Shortly after, profoundly aware of his
mortality, he begins work on a novel, imagining the life of his
great-grandfather Don Giulio, astronomer prince and head
of the family at the time of the Risorgimento.
Giuseppe Tomasi is a veteran of the previous war, while
his wife Alexandra (‘Licy’), a Baltic German aristocrat, now
lives in exile, after her native Latvia was absorbed into
the Soviet Union. The childless couple are survivors of a
vanishing world of European aristocracy, living in the present
yet profoundly aware of the past. Steven Price takes us into
the mind of the writer, his memories of war and loss, his
complex relationships with his family, and inhabits the heart
of a man facing down the end of his life and the end of his
line, struggling to make something of lasting worth while
there is still time.
Achingly haunting and beautifully conceived, Steven Price’s
Lampedusa tells the intensely moving story of one man’s
awakening to the possibilities of life, as he nears its end.

Steven Price’s most recent novel, By Gaslight, was shortlisted for
the CWA Historical Dagger, longlisted for the Giller Prize, and
named a Book of the Year by NPR, CBC, and the Toronto Globe
and Mail. He is the award-winning author of one other novel,
Into that Darkness, and two collections of poetry.
He lives in Victoria, British Columbia, with his family.
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Antisocial
How Online Extremists Broke America
Andrew Marantz
New Yorker journalist Andrew Marantz explains
how the alt-right memed its way into the
mainstream, swung an election, and changed the
rules of the American conversation.
For several years, Andrew Marantz has been
embedded with alt-right propagandists, who
have become experts at using social media to
advance their corrosive agenda. He also spent
time with the social-media entrepreneurs
who made this possible, through their naive
and reckless ambition, by disrupting all of the
traditional information systems.
Join Marantz as some of the biggest brains in Silicon Valley
teach him how to make content go viral; as he hangs out
with the conspiracists, white supremacists and nihilist trolls
using these ideas to make their memes, blogs and podcasts
incredibly successful; and as he meets some of the people led
down the rabbit hole of online radicalization.
‘At once funny and scary, antic
and illuminating. It’s a must-read’
Elizabeth Kolbert
‘An essential work of reporting’ David
Grann
‘Chilling, deeply sourced, rivetingly
told . . . political reporting at its finest’
Suketu Mehta

Antisocial is about how the unthinkable becomes thinkable,
and then becomes reality. By telling the story of the people
who hijacked the American conversation, Antisocial will help
you understand the world they have created, in which we all
now live.

Andrew Marantz is a staff writer at the New Yorker, where he has
worked since 2011. His writing has been published widely; he has
spoken at TED and been interviewed on CNN, MSNBC, NPR,
and many other outlets.
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Jack and Bet
Sarah Butler
A moving, funny and uplifting novel about an
elderly couple, the son who is trying desperately
to care for them and the young woman who will
change their lives forever.
Jack Chalmers is a man of few words, married to a woman
of many. He and Bet have been together for seventy years –
almost a lifetime – and happily so, for the most part.
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All Jack and Bet want is to enjoy the time they have left
together, in the flat they have tried to make their home.
Their son Tommy has other ideas: he wants them to live
somewhere with round-the-clock care, hot meals, activities.
Bet thinks they can manage just fine.
When they strike up an unlikely friendship with Marinela,
a young Romanian woman, Bet thinks she has found the
perfect solution – one that could change Marinela’s life as
well as theirs. But this means revisiting an old love affair, and
confronting a long-buried secret she has kept hidden from
everyone, even Jack, for many years.
Tender, moving and beautifully told, Sarah Butler’s Jack and
Bet is an unforgettable novel about love and loss, the joys
and regrets of a long marriage, and the struggle to find a
place to call home.

Sarah Butler is the acclaimed author of two previous novels,
Ten Things I’ve Learnt About Love and Before the Fire. Her writing
has been translated into fourteen languages. She is also the
author of a novella, Not Home, written in conversation with
people living in unsupported temporary accommodation.
Sarah is a part-time lecturer in Creative Writing at Manchester
Metropolitan University and lives in Manchester with her family.
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Wayfinding
The Art and Science of How We Find and Lose Our Way
Michael Bond
A fascinating investigation of our ability to
navigate: from the earliest humans, to cutting-edge
spatial neuroscience, and the increasing loss, in
today’s world, of our ability to find our way.
The physical world is infinitely complex, yet most of us
are able to find our way around it. We can walk through
unfamiliar streets while maintaining a sense of direction, take
shortcuts along paths we have never used and remember
for many years places we have visited only once. These are
remarkable achievements.
In Wayfinding, Michael Bond explores how we do it: how
our brains form the ‘cognitive maps’ that keep us orientated,
even in places that we don’t know. He considers how we
relate to places, and asks how our understanding of the
world around us affects our psychology and behaviour.
The way we think about physical space has been crucial to
our evolution: the ability to navigate over large distances in
prehistoric times gave Homo sapiens an advantage over the
rest of the human family. Children are instinctive explorers,
developing a spatial understanding as they roam. And yet
today few of us make use of the wayfaring skills that we
inherited from our peripatetic ancestors. Most of us have
little idea what we may be losing.
Bond seeks an answer to the question of why some of us
are so much better at finding our way than others. He
also tackles the controversial subject of sex differences in
navigation, and finally tries to understand why being lost can
be such a devastating psychological experience.
For readers of writers as different as Robert Macfarlane and
Oliver Sacks, Wayfinding is a book that can change our sense
of ourselves.

Michael Bond, who won the British Psychology Society Prize
2015 for The Power of Others, is a freelance journalist and former
senior editor and reporter at New Scientist.
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The Young Team
Graeme Armstrong
Inspired by real events, this is a story about gangs,
growing up in Scotland and the struggles young
people face in choosing a path.
Azzy Williams is ready. Ready to smoke, pop pills, drink
wine and ready to fight. But most of all, he’s ready to do
anything for his friends, his gang, his young team.
Round here, in the schemes of the forgotten industrial
heartland of Scotland, your mates, your young team –
they’re everything.
Azzy Williams is fourteen; a rising star, this is his life and he
loves it.
Azzy Williams is seventeen; he’s out of control.
Azzy Williams is twenty-one; he’d like to leave it all behind.
But a way out isn’t easy to find . . .

‘A novel full of guts, power, humour
and humanity. This is a community
not often seen in literature, depicted
by a talented writer who intimately
knows that world and the truth of this
is seared in every sentence.’ Kerry
Hudson
‘Vivid, dynamic and sharp as a whip’
Janice Galloway

Inspired by the experiences of its author, The Young Team
is an energetic novel, full of the loyalty, laughs, mischief,
boredom, violence and threat of life on these streets. It
looks beyond the tabloid stereotypes to tell a powerful
story about the realities of life for young people in Britain
today.

Graeme Armstrong is a Scottish writer from Airdrie. His
teenage years were spent within North Lanarkshire’s gang
culture. Alongside overcoming his own struggles with drug
addiction, alcohol abuse and violence, he defied expectation
to read English as an undergraduate at the University of Stirling;
where, after graduating with honours, he returned to study
a Master’s in Creative Writing.
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Laura Cassidy’s Walk of Fame
Alan McMonagle
The darkly comic story of one woman’s
determination to make it from her small home
town to fame on the silver screen: a story of
ambition, tragedy, and the lies we tell ourselves
in pursuit of our dreams.
Laura Cassidy is going all the way. Hollywood. Starry lights.
The Walk of Fame. It’s her destiny. At least, that’s what her
movie-obsessed father used to tell her. That was always the
plan.
Sure, it’s been a bit slow-going, but the stars have finally
aligned. The long-awaited new theatre is about to open, and
their first production calls for a particularly fiery female
lead. This part has Laura’s name on it.
There’s her meddlesome sister to get past – freshly returned
from saving the world. Her occasional lover and stand-in
leading man seems to think it’s all a waste of time. And
probably best not to mention the audition to her mother,
especially after what happened last time . . . Laura just has to
stay one step ahead of them all.
Channelling the era of Hollywood’s silver screen and told
in a voice that blends devil humour, quiet mayhem, and a
singled-minded optimism that might just lead to disaster,
Laura Cassidy’s Walk of Fame tells the story of a troubled soul
desperate to find her place in life.

Alan McMonagle has written for radio, published two collections
of short stories – Liar, Liar and Psychotic Episodes, both of
which were nominated for the Frank O’Connor Award – and
contributed stories to many journals in Ireland and North
America. He lives in Galway. His debut novel, Ithaca, was
published in 2017.
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Machiavelli
Alexander Lee
A comprehensive, authoritative and highly original
portrait of one of history’s most unjustly infamous
characters.
‘A notorious fiend’, ‘generally odious’, ‘he seems hideous,
and so he is.’
Thanks to the invidious reputation of his most famous work,
The Prince, Niccolò Machiavelli exerts a unique hold over the
popular imagination. But was Machiavelli as sinister as he
is often thought to be? Might he not have been an infinitely
more sympathetic figure, prone to political missteps,
professional failures and personal dramas?
Alexander Lee reveals the man behind the myth, following
him from cradle to grave, from his father’s penury and the
abuse he suffered at a teacher’s hands, to his marriage and
his many affairs (with both men and women), to his political
triumphs and, ultimately, his fall from grace and exile. In
doing so, Lee uncovers hitherto unobserved connections
between Machiavelli’s life and thought. He also reveals the
world through which Machiavelli moved: from the great halls
of Renaissance Florence to the court of the Borgia pope,
Alexander VI, from the dungeons of the Stinche prison to
the Rucellai gardens, where he would begin work on some
of his last great works.
As much a portrait of an age as of a uniquely engaging man,
Lee’s gripping and definitive biography takes the reader into
Machiavelli’s world – and his work – more completely than
ever before.

Alexander Lee is a research fellow at the University of Warwick.
He is the author of four acclaimed books, most recently
Humanism and Empire: The Imperial Ideal in Fourteenth-Century
Italy. He writes a regular column for History Today, and has
contributed articles on a wide variety of historical and cultural
subjects to the Sunday Telegraph, the Wall Street Journal, the
Guardian, the New Statesman, the Times Literary Supplement,
and Dissent, and has frequently appeared on BBC television and
radio, ITV, Central Television and Sky News. He lives in France.
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Nightshift
Kiare Ladner
A dark, compelling story of obsession and
compulsion: one woman’s decision to shrug off
her normal life and join the other-worldly
existence of London’s nightshift workers.
Nightshift by Kiare Ladner is a story of obsession set in
London’s liminal world of nightshift workers.
When twenty-three-year-old Meggie meets distant and
enigmatic Renée, she recognizes in her the person she would
like to be. Giving up her daytime existence and the trappings
of a normal life in favour of working the same nightshifts as
Renée, Meggie will plunge herself into a nihilistic existence
that will see her gradually immerse herself in the transient
and uncertain world of the nightshift worker.
Dark, sexy, frightening, prescient, Nightshift explores
ambivalent female friendship, sexual attraction and lives
that defy easy categorization. London’s stark urban reality
is rendered other-wordly and strange as Meggie’s sleep
deprivation, drinking and obsession for Renée gain a
momentum all of their own.

As a child, Kiare Ladner wanted to live on a farm, run an
orphanage and be on stage. As an adult, she found herself
working for academics, with prisoners and on nightshifts. Her
short stories have been published in South Africa, where she
grew up, and the UK, where she lives now.
Kiare Ladner was shortlisted for the BBC Short Story Award,
and she completed the Curtis Brown Creative six-month writing
course. Nightshift is her debut novel.
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The Yellow Bird Sings
Jennifer Rosner
A powerfully moving and utterly gripping debut
novel about a mother and daughter forced into
hiding at the height of WWII, and the bond
between parent and child that can never be
broken.
Poland, 1941. Roza and her five-year-old daughter, Shira, are
the only surviving Jews left in their town. They spend day
and night hidden and silent in the barn of a local family who
have taken pity on them, though their generosity comes at
a price. Forbidden from making a sound, only the yellow
bird from her mother’s stories can sing the melodies Shira
composes in her head.
Roza does all she can to take care of Shira. She makes sure
she gets enough food, even if it means going without herself.
They play silent games and invent their own sign language.
But then the day comes when their haven is no longer safe,
and Roza must face an impossible choice: whether the best
thing she can do for her daughter is keep her close, or let
her go . . .
The Yellow Bird Sings is a gripping, moving and unforgettable
novel about what it means to lose everything and the
redemptive power of love.

Jennifer Rosner has published a memoir and a children’s book
in the US, and her writing has appeared in a wide variety of
newspapers and magazines. The Yellow Bird Sings is her first
novel. She lives in western Massachusetts with her family.
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XX
A novel, graphic
Rian Hughes
A unique and extraordinary novel of alien
first contact, and how humanity copes in the
aftermath.
At Jodrell Bank a mysterious signal of extraterrestrial origin
hasDeconstructing
been detected.
Jack Fenwick, artificial intelligence
layout, language,
and the nature of consciousness
expert
and on the autistic spectrum, thinks he can decode
itself, Rian Hughes’ first novel brings
to bear the full expressive range of
it. But
when
and his associates at Hoxton tech startup
typography
and design tohe
tell a story
like no other.
Intelligencia
find a way to step into the alien realm the signal
At Jodrell Bank a mysterious
signal of extraterrestrial origin has
encodes,
they
been detected. Jack
Fenwick,discover that it’s already occupied – by ghostly
artificial intelligence expert and on
the autistic spectrum,
he cancome from our own past.
entities
that thinks
may
decode it. But when he and his
associates at Hoxton tech startup
Intelligencia find a way to step into

the alien realm the signal encodes,
Have
these ‘DMEn’ (Digital Memetic Entities) been created
they discover that it’s already
occupied — by ghostly entities that
by persons
unknown
for just such an eventuality? Are they
may come from our own
past.
Have these ‘DMEn’ been created
ourbyfirst
linefor just
ofsuchdefence
in a coming war, not for territory,
persons unknown
an
eventuality? Are they our first line of
butdefence
forin our
minds?
a coming war,
not for
territory, but for our minds?
Wrapping stories within stories,
XX unleashes the full narrative
potential of graphic design. It uses
the visual culture of the twentieth
century to ask us who we think
we are — and where we may be
headed next.
The battle for your mind has
already begun.

Including transcripts from NASA debriefs, newspaper and
magazine articles, fictitious Wikipedia pages, a seventeenthcentury treatise called Cometographia by Johannis Hevelius,
and a spread on the so far undeciphered written language of
Easter Island, Rongorongo, from a book called Language Lost:
Undeciphered Scripts of the Ancient World. There is no book
quite like this.
Wrapping stories within stories, Rian Hughes’ XX unleashes
the full narrative potential of graphic design. It uses the
visual culture of the twentieth century to ask us who we
think we are – and where we may be headed next.
The battle for your mind has already begun.

Rian Hughes is an award-winning graphic designer, illustrator,
comic artist, writer and typographer who has worked
extensively for the British and American advertising, music and
comic book industries.
He has written and drawn comics for 2000AD and Batman:
Black and White, and designed logos for James Bond, The X-Men,
Superman, Hedkandi and The Avengers.
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Mistresses
Sex and Scandal at the Court of Charles II
Linda Porter
A vivid account of the many mistresses of Charles
II, the king who was, according to one diarist,
‘addicted to women’.
According to John Evelyn, Charles II was ‘addicted to
women’, and throughout his long reign a great many
succumbed to his charms. Clever, urbane and handsome,
Charles presided over a hedonistic court, in which licence
and licentiousness prevailed.
Mistresses is the story of the women who shared Charles’s
bed, each of whom wielded influence on both the politics
and the cultural life of the country. From the young kingin-exile’s first mistress and mother to his first child, Lucy
Walter, to the promiscuous and ill-tempered courtier,
Barbara Villiers. From Frances Teresa Stuart, ‘the prettiest
girl in the world’, to history’s most famous orange-seller,
‘pretty, witty’ Nell Gwynn, and to her fellow-actress, Moll
Davis, who bore the last of the king’s fifteen illegitimate
children. From Louise de Kéroualle, the French aristocrat –
and spy for Louis XIV – to the sexually ambiguous Hortense
Mancini. Here, too, is the forlorn and humiliated Queen
Catherine, the Portuguese princess who was Charles’s
childless queen.
Drawing on a wide variety of original sources, including
material in private archives, Linda Porter paints a vivid
picture of these women and of Restoration England, an era
that was both glamorous and sordid.

Linda Porter has a doctorate in history from the University
of York, where she studied early modern English and French
history under the late Professor Gwyn Williams. She was the
winner of the 2004 Biographers Club/Daily Mail Prize, which
helped launch her on a new career as an author. She is the
author of several works of historical biography including Mary
Tudor: The First Queen, Katherine the Queen, Crown of Thistles and
Royal Renegades. She is a regular contributor to BBC History
Magazine and History Today. She lives in Kent.
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Breasts and Eggs
Mieko Kawakami
A stunning debut novel from Japan’s most exciting
young writer, Mieko Kawakami.
‘So amazing it took my breath away’ Haruki Murakami,
international bestselling author of The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle
Breasts and Eggs explores the inner conflicts of an adolescent
girl who refuses to communicate with her mother and aunt
except through writing. Through the story of these women,
Kawakami paints a portrait of womanhood in contemporary
Japan, probing questions of gender and beauty norms and
how time works on the female body.

‘Mieko Kawakami lobbed a literary
grenade into the fusty, maledominated world of Japanese fiction
with “Chichi to Ran” (“Breasts and
Eggs”)’ The Economist
‘I can never forget the sense of pure
astonishment I felt when I first read
Mieko Kawakami’s novella Breasts and
Eggs.’ Haruki Murakami, author of The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle
‘One of Japan’s brightest stars is set
to explode across the global skies
of literature . . . Kawakami is both a
writer’s writer and an entertainer, a
thinker and constantly evolving stylist
who manages to be highly readable and
immensely popular’ Japan Times

Mieko Kawakami started her career as a singer songwriter. Her
first novella, My Ego, My Teeth, and the World, published in 2007,
was nominated for the Akutagawa Prize, the most prestigious
literary prize in Japan, and was awarded the Tsubouchi Shoyo
Prize for Young Emerging Writers. Her second novella, Breasts
and Eggs, won the Akutagawa Prize and sold 250,000 copies.
Kawakami’s first full-length novel, Heaven, won the Ministry of
Education’s Fine Arts Award for Debut Work, as well as the
Murasaki Shikibu Prize. Her collection of short stories Dreams
of Love, Etc. won the Tanizaki Jun’ichirô Prize, and her collection
of prose poems ‘Sentan de sasuwa sasareruwa soraeewa’ (2006)
was awarded the Nakahara Chuya Prize, one of the most
prestigious prizes for Japanese poetry.
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Cleanness
Garth Greenwell
Garth Greenwell returns to the characters and
setting of his beloved debut, What Belongs to You,
in this deeply moving and elegantly written new
novel.
Sofia, Bulgaria, a landlocked city in southern Europe,
stirs with hope and impending upheaval. Soviet buildings
crumble, wind scatters sand from the far south, and political
protesters flood the streets with song.
In this atmosphere of disquiet, an American teacher
navigates a life transformed by the discovery and loss of love.
As he prepares to leave the place he’s come to call home,
he grapples with the intimate encounters that have marked
his years abroad, each bearing uncanny reminders of his
past. A queer student’s confession recalls his own first love,
a stranger’s seduction devolves into paternal sadism, and a
romance with a younger man opens, and heals, old wounds.
Each echo reveals startling insights about what it means to
seek connection: with those we love, with the places we
inhabit, and with our own fugitive selves.
‘Garth Greenwell is an intensely
beautiful and gorgeous writer’ Sheila
Heti
‘Cleanness captures the
indefinableness of pain and intimacy,
love and alienation, vulnerability and
sustainability’
Yiyun Li

Cleanness revisits and expands the world of Garth
Greenwell’s beloved debut, What Belongs to You, declared
‘an instant classic’ by the New York Times Book Review. In
exacting, elegant prose, Greenwell transcribes the strange
dialects of desire, cementing his stature as one of our most
vital living writers.

Garth Greenwell is the author of What Belongs to You, which
won the British Book Award for Debut of the Year, was longlisted for the National Book Award, and was a finalist for six
other awards; it was named a Best Book of 2016 by more than
fifty publications in nine countries, and is being translated into a
dozen languages. He lives in Iowa City.
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A World Beneath the Sands
Adventurers and Archaeologists in the Golden Age
of Egyptology
Toby Wilkinson
A vivid account of the men and women who
revealed the treasures of Ancient Egypt to the
world.
What could be more exciting, more exotic or more intrepid
than digging in the sands of Egypt in the hope of discovering
golden treasures from the age of the pharaohs?
Our fascination with ancient Egypt goes back to the ancient
Greeks. But the heyday of Egyptology was undoubtedly
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. This golden
age of scholarship and adventure is neatly book-ended by
two epoch-making events: Champollion’s decipherment of
hieroglyphics in 1822 and the discovery of Tutankhamun’s
tomb by Howard Carter and Lord Carnarvon a hundred
years later.
In A World Beneath the Sands, the acclaimed Egyptologist
Toby Wilkinson tells the riveting stories of the men and
women whose obsession with Egypt’s ancient civilization
drove them to uncover its secrets. Champollion, Carter
and Carnarvon are here, but so too are their lesser-known
contemporaries, such as the Prussian scholar Karl Richard
Lepsius, the Frenchman Auguste Mariette and the British
aristocrat Lucie Duff-Gordon. Their work – and those of
others like them – helped to enrich and transform our
understanding of the Nile Valley and its people, and left a
lasting impression on Egypt, too. Travellers and treasurehunters, ethnographers and epigraphers, antiquarians and
archaeologists: whatever their motives, whatever their
methods, all understood that in pursuing Egyptology they
were part of a greater endeavour – to reveal a lost world,
buried for centuries beneath the sands.

Professor Toby Wilkinson is an internationally acclaimed
Egyptologist, and the prize-winning author of eleven books
which have been translated into eleven languages. He is a Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries of London and a member of the
international editorial board of the Journal of Egyptian History.
He is Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of Lincoln and a
Bye-Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge.
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The God of that Summer
Ralf Rothmann
A devastating novel of World War II and the final
months of a war that for ever darkened the souls
of the civilians who lived through it – from the
award-winning author of To Die in Spring.
A child at war: at the beginning of 1945, twelve-year-old
Luisa Norff and her mother and older sister flee to the
country from bombarded Kiel. The estate of Luisa’s brotherin-law Vinzent, an SS officer, becomes an unexpected space
of freedom: no more lessons, and as Allied bombers fly
east and more and more refugees arrive, the dazed wander
through the woods trying to understand life away from the
fires. Why does the sight of young Walter trouble her so?
Who are the prisoners at Klostersee? Where has her sister
Billie suddenly gone? And where is the wig-maker actually
getting her hair? When, at a birthday celebration, her worst
fears are realized, Luisa collapses under the weight of the
unexplainable.
Ralf Rothmann’s previous novel, To Die in Spring, was a deeply
disturbing drama about death on the battlefield. The God of
that Summer tells a comparably devastating story of civilians
caught up in the chaos of defeat, enabling a twelve-year-old
girl to justifiably say: ‘I have experienced everything.’

Ralf Rothmann is a German novelist, poet, and dramatist. His
first novel to be translated into English, To Die in Spring (2017),
won the HWA Gold Crown for Best Historical Novel, was an
international bestseller and was translated into twenty-five
languages.
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Thebes
The Forgotten City of Ancient Greece
Paul Cartledge
A gripping account of the ancient Greek city of
Thebes from the acclaimed author of The Spartans.
Continuously inhabited for five millennia, and at one point
the most powerful city in Ancient Greece, Thebes has
been overshadowed by its better-known rivals, Athens and
Sparta.
According to myth, the city was founded when Kadmos
sowed dragons’ teeth into the ground and warriors sprang
forth, ready not only to build the fledgling city but to defend
it from all-comers. It was Hercules’ birthplace and the
home of the Sphinx, whose riddle Oedipus solved, winning
the Theban crown and the king’s widow in marriage, little
knowing that the widow was his mother, Jocasta.
The city’s history is every bit as rich as its mythic origins,
from siding with the Persian invaders when their emperor,
Xerxes, set out to conquer Aegean Greece, to siding with
Sparta – like Thebes an oligarchy – to defeat Pericles’
democratic Athens, to being utterly destroyed on the orders
of Alexander the Great.
In Thebes: The Forgotten City of Ancient Greece, the acclaimed
classical historian Paul Cartledge brings the city vividly
to life, and argues that it is central to our understanding
of the ancient Greek’s achievements – whether politically
or culturally – and thus to our own culture and civilization.

Paul Cartledge is A.G. Leventis Senior Research Fellow of Clare
College, Cambridge, and emeritus A.G. Leventis Professor of
Greek Culture in the Faculty of Classics, where he taught from
1979 to 2014. He is the author, co-author, editor or co-editor
of well over a score of books, including The Cambridge Illustrated
History of Ancient Greece; The Spartans: An Epic History; Alexander
the Great: The Hunt for a New Past; Thermopylae: The Battle that
Changed the World; and most recently Democracy: A Life. He is a
Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London and an Honorary
Citizen of Sparta, Greece, and holds the Gold Cross of the
Order of Honour awarded by the President of the Hellenic
Republic.
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Saint X
Alexis Schaitkin
A masterful debut novel as gripping and
psychologically complex as it is beautifully written.

© Nancy Borowick

Claire is only seven years old when her college-age sister
Alison vanishes from the luxury resort on the Caribbean
island of Saint X on the last night of her family’s vacation.
Several days later Alison’s naked body is found in a remote
spot on a nearby cay, and two local men, employees at the
resort, are arrested. But the evidence is slim, the timeline
against it, and the men are soon released. It’s national
tabloid news, a lurid mystery that will go unsolved, but for
Claire’s family there is only the sad return home to broken
lives.

‘Here is a marvel of a book, a
kaleidoscopic examination of race and
privilege, family and self, told with the
propulsive, kinetic focus of a crime
thriller. Brilliant and unflinching, Saint
X marks the debut of a stunningly
gifted writer. I simply couldn’t stop
reading.’ Chang-Rae Lee

Years later, riding in a New York City taxicab, Claire
recognizes the name on the cabbie’s licence, Clive
Richardson – her driver is one of the men originally
suspected of murdering her sister. The fateful encounter
sets her on an obsessive pursuit of the truth, not only
what happened on the night of Alison’s death, but the no
less elusive question of exactly who was this sister she
was barely old enough to know: a beautiful, changeable,
provocative girl of eighteen at a turbulent moment of
identity formation. As Claire doggedly shadows Clive, hoping
to gain his trust, waiting for the slip that will uncover the
truth, an unlikely intimacy develops between them, two
people whose lives were forever marked by a tragedy.
Alexis Schaitkin’s Saint X is a flawlessly drawn and deeply
moving story that hurtles to a devastating end.

Alexis Schaitkin’s short stories and essays have appeared in
many literary journals and newspapers. Her fiction has been
anthologized in The Best American Nonrequired Reading, and her
essays have been notable mentions in The Best American Essays
and The Best American Travel Writing. She received her MFA in
fiction from the University of Virginia, where she was a Henry
Hoyns Fellow. She lives in Williamstown, Massachusetts with
her husband and son.
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Alligator and Other Stories
Dima Alzayat
The debut short-story collection from an exciting
talent to watch: Dima Alzayat is an award-winning
young Syrian-American writer who captures the
many ways we can be made to feel ‘other’.
In Alligator and Other Stories, Dima Alzayat writes luminously
of the different ways we can be made to feel ‘other’: as a
Syrian, as an Arab, as an immigrant, as a woman. Often
told through the lens of everyday scenarios, her stories are
rich, relatable, and full of nuance. Each one is a snapshot of
the moment when circumstances distinguish us from our
neighbours, throwing into question our sense of belonging.
There are ‘dangerous’ women transgressing in ‘Daughters
of Manat’, and ‘A Girl in Three Acts’; In ‘Only Those Who
Struggle Succeed’ a young woman will let nothing stand in
the way of career success, only to discover the boulder that
others have placed in her path; in ‘Ghusl’, a young woman
carefully washes her brother’s body as she prepares him
for burial and looks back on their childhood together;
‘Disappearance’ loosens the boundaries of diaspora or
immigrant stories, and features protagonists whose ethnicity
is neither central nor vital. And ‘Alligator’, the centrepiece
that connects the thematic threads running throughout this
book, is an incredible work: a compilation of first-person
accounts, newspaper clippings, letters, real and fictionalized
historical and legal documents, scripts and social-media
posts, which tells the story of a Syrian-American couple
killed by their town’s police department and a vigilante lynch
mob.
Each of these stories is startling and real, but delivers an
emotional blow that lingers long after reading.

Dima Alzayat was born in Damascus, Syria, grew up in San Jose,
California, and now lives in Manchester. She was the winner
of the 2019 ALCS Tom-Gallon Trust Award, a 2018 Northern
Writers’ Award, the 2017 Bristol Short Story Prize and the 2015
Bernice Slote Award. She was runner-up in the 2018 Deborah
Rogers Award and the 2018 Zoetrope: All-Story Competition,
and was Highly Commended in the 2013 Bridport Prize.
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The Art of Losing
Alice Zeniter
The French bestseller, winner of the Prix
Goncourt des Lycéens: a deeply powerful and
moving novel of family, about history, immigration
and identity, spanning three generations and
some seventy years across the shores of the
Mediterranean.
Naïma has always known that her family comes from Algeria.
Born in Normandy, now working in the art world in Paris,
her knowledge of that foreign country is limited to her
grandparents’ tiny flat in a crumbling French sink-estate,
the food her grandmother Yema cooks, the precious things
she and her husband Ali brought with them when they fled
just as Algeria was about to gain its independence. Naïma’s
father, Hamid – only a child when the family sailed from
Algiers – says he remembers nothing.
Why did Ali have to leave? Was he a harki – an Algerian
who worked for and supported the French during the
Algerian War? How he went from the wealthy owner
of an olive grove to an immigrant scratching a living in
France illuminates how ordinary people can find their lives
overturned, according to the whims of those in power.
Hamid will remember nothing, because in France he made
himself anew: education was his ticket out of the family
home, the key to acceptance into French society.
But now Naïma will see for herself: for the first time since
they left everyone and everything they knew and loved
behind, one of Ali’s family is going back.
Alice Zeniter’s The Art of Losing is the story of how people
carry on in the face of loss: the loss of a country, an identity,
a way to speak to your children. It’s the story of how in
some ways, without knowing it, we are a product of the
things we’ve lost.

Alice Zeniter was born in 1986. She is the author of four novels,
which have won numerous prizes. She is a playwright and
theatre director.
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The Harpy
Megan Hunter
A novel about a marriage, an affair, and a very
particular sort of revenge.
I lift the razor and a fairy tale drop of blood rolls out from under
the silver. The colours are the brightest I have ever seen.
Lucy and James live in a house by a field where the sun burns
like a ball of fire. Lucy has set aside her career and devoted
the hours of her life to the children, to their finely tuned
routine, and to the house itself, which comforts her like an
old, sly friend. But then a man calls one afternoon: his wife
has been having an affair with Lucy’s husband, he wants her
to know.

©Alex James

The revelation marks a turning point: Lucy and James decide
to stay together, but in a special arrangement designed
to even the score and save their marriage, she will hurt
him three times. As the couple submit to a delicate game
of crime and punishment, Lucy herself begins to change,
surrendering to a transformation of both mind and body
from which there is no return.
Praise for The End We Start From
‘Engrossing, compelling’ Naomi
Alderman, author of The Power
‘I was moved, terrified, uplifted –
sometimes all three at once’ Tracy
Chevalier, author of Girl With a
Pearl Earring

Told in dazzling, musical prose, The Harpy is a dark,
staggering fairy tale, at once mythical and otherworldly and
fiercely contemporary. It is a novel of love, marriage and
its failures, of power and revenge, of metamorphosis and
renewal.

Megan Hunter was born in Manchester in 1984, and now
lives in Cambridge with her young family. She has a BA
in English Literature from Sussex University, and an MPhil in
English Literature: Criticism and Culture from Jesus College,
Cambridge. Her poetry has been shortlisted for the Bridport
Prize. She is the author of the dystopian novel The End We Start
From.
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The Blind Light
Stuart Evers
Sweeping from the 1950s to now, this deeply
moving story of the interconnected lives of two
families from very different backgrounds is the
Great British Novel you’ve been waiting for.
In the late 1950s, during his National Service, Drummond
meets the two people who will change his life: Carter, a
rich, educated young man sent down from Oxford; and
Gwen, a barmaid with whom he feels an instant connection.
His feelings for both will be tested at a military base called
Doom Town – a training area where servicemen prepare for
the aftermath of an Atomic Strike. It is an experience that
will colour the rest of his – and his family’s – life.

Praise for Your Father Sends His Love
‘Quietly brilliant and moving’ Ian
Rankin
‘Evers’ everymen break my heart’
Eimear McBride
‘One of the most moving books I’ve
read in a long time’ Teju Cole

Told from the perspectives of Drum and Gwen, and later
their children Nathan and Anneka, The Blind Light moves
from the Fifties through to the present day, taking in the
global and local events that will shape and define them all.
From the Cuban Missile Crisis to the War on Terror, from
the Dagenham strikes to Foot and Mouth, from Skiffle to
Rave, we see a family come together, driven apart, fracture
and re-form – as the pressure of the past is brought,
sometimes violently, to bear on the present.
With echoes of Marilyn Robinson, Don DeLillo, Jim Crace
and Jayne Anne Phillips, this is a powerful, ambitious, big yet
intimate story of our national past and a brilliant evocation
of a family and a country. The Blind Light will remind you how
complicated human history is – and how hard it is to do the
right thing for the right reasons.

Stuart Evers’ first book, Ten Stories About Smoking, won the
London Book Award in 2011, and his highly acclaimed novel,
If This is Home, followed in 2012. His most recent collection,
Your Father Sends His Love, was shortlisted for the 2016 Edge Hill
Short Story Prize. Originally from the north-west, he lives in
London.
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God: An Anatomy
Francesca Stavrakopoulou
A fascinating, surprising and often controversial
examination of the real God of the Bible, in all his
bodily, uncensored, scandalous forms.
Beautifully written, passionately argued and frequently
controversial, God: An Anatomy is cultural history on a grand
scale.
Three and a half thousand years ago, in the West Asian
lands we now call Israel and Palestine, a group of people
worshipped a complex pantheon of deities, led by a father
god called El Elyon, the Most High. El Elyon had seventy
children, each of whom became a god in their own right.
One of them was a minor storm deity, known as Yahweh.
Yahweh had a body, a wife, children and parents. He fought
monsters and mortals. He gorged on food and wine, wrote
books, and took walks and naps. But he would become
something far larger and far more abstract: the God of the
great monotheistic religions.
But as she reveals, God’s cultural DNA stretches back
centuries before the Bible was written, and persists in
the tics and twitches of our own society, whether we are
believers or not. The Bible has shaped our ideas about
God and religion, but also our cultural preferences about
human existence and experience; our concept of time; our
attitude to sex and gender; our habits of eating and drinking;
our understanding of history. Examining God’s body, from
his head to his hands, feet and genitals, she shows how
the Western idea of God developed. And in doing so she
analyses not only the origins of our oldest monotheistic
religions, but also the origins of our civilization.

Professor Francesca Stavrakopoulou studied theology at Oxford
and is currently Professor of Hebrew Bible and Ancient Religion
at the University of Exeter. The author of a number of academic
works, she is a contributor to the Guardian, the Mail on Sunday
and the TLS, appears regularly on BBC television and Radio 4
and presented the BBC 2 documentary series The Bible’s Buried
Secrets. She has spoken about the Bible, religion, and atheism at
numerous public events.
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The Palace of Palms
Kew’s Palm House and the British Imagination
Kate Teltscher
The Palm House at Kew has been one of Britain’s
most popular attractions since it opened – this is
the story of its creation and the men whose vision
it was.
Daringly innovative when it opened in 1848, the Palm House
in Kew Gardens remains one of the most beautiful glass
buildings in the world today. Seemingly weightless, vast
and yet light, the Palm House floats free from architectural
convention, at once monumental and ethereal. From a
distance, the crowns of the palms within are silhouetted in
the central dome; close to, banana leaves thrust themselves
against the glass. To enter it is to enter a tropical fantasy.
The body is assaulted by heat, light, and the smell of damp
vegetation.
In The Palace of Palms, Kate Teltscher tells the extraordinary
story of its creation and of the Victorians’ obsession with
the palms that filled it. It is a story of breathtaking ambition,
of scientific discovery and, crucially, of the remarkable men
whose vision it was. The Palm House was commissioned by
the charismatic first Director of Kew, Sir William Hooker,
designed by the audacious Irish engineer, Richard Turner,
and managed by Kew’s forthright curator, John Smith, who
battled with boilers and floods to ensure the survival of the
rare and wondrous plants it housed.

Kate Teltscher is a Reader in English Literature at the University
of Roehampton and Visiting Researcher at the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew. As a cultural historian, her research has focused
on colonial contact between Britain and Asia and she is the
author of two acclaimed books, India Inscribed: European and
British Writing on India, 1600–1800 and The High Road to China:
George Bogle, the Panchen Lama and the First British Expedition to
Tibet, which was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial
Prize for Biography. She lives in south-west London with her
family.
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The M Pages
Colette Bryce
A stirring poetry collection exploring family and
grief from Colette Bryce, one of the most exciting
Irish poets at work today.
The reader might be justified in thinking that the M in the
title of Colette Bryce’s new poetry collection could stand
for Mortality, Mother, Mourning, or the spontaneous and
cathartic practice of the writer’s ‘morning pages’ – until they
reach the book’s arresting central sequence. Addressed to
‘M’, a sibling who has suddenly died, this three-part poem
depicts the experience of unexpected bereavement, and
the altering effect such events have on the living. It does so
unflinchingly, gracefully and honestly, as Bryce harnesses her
characteristic insight, forensic eye and deeply-woven music
to deeply moving ends.

Praise for Selected Poems
‘Colette Bryce writes poems her readers
will remember, and Selected Poems is
one of those books that you might buy
someone as a gift, but end up keeping
for yourself. Her perfect images are the
starting point for discoveries we seem
to fall into as we read the poems.’ Irish
Times

As the book unfolds, it becomes clear that her other
subjects (of family, travel, history and ageing) all orbit the
gravitational centre of The M Pages. This is a important book
about what – for reasons of propriety, self-censorship, fear
and the limits of our knowledge – we can and cannot say
about one of the most profound events we can face.

Colette Bryce was born in Derry in 1970. After studying in
England, she settled in London for some years where she
received an Eric Gregory Award in 1995 and won the National
Poetry Competition in 2003. She has published four poetry
collections with Picador, most recently The Whole & Rain-domed
Universe (2014), recipient of a Christopher Ewart-Biggs Award in
memory of Seamus Heaney. She has held literary fellowships at
various universities in the UK, Ireland and the US, and currently
lives in Newcastle upon Tyne where she works as a freelance
writer and editor. She received a Cholmondeley Award for
poetry in 2010. Her Selected Poems was shortlisted for the
Poetry Pigott Prize in association with Listowel Writers’ Week.
She was selected as one of Val McDermid’s ten most exciting
LGBTQI+ writers in the UK in association with the British
Council in 2019.

30/04/2020 • £10.99 • 9781529037500 • Poetry • Trade Paperback S format • 80pp • Rights: WEL

96

No Fixed Abode
Life and Death Among the UK’s Forgotten Homeless
Maeve McClenaghan
A groundbreaking book exploring homelessness in
Britain today, filled with heartbreaking stories of
struggle, survival and the life on our streets
too many of us choose not to see.
This book will finally give a face and a voice to those we so
easily forget in our society. It will tell the highly personal,
human and sometimes surprisingly uplifting stories of real
people struggling in a crumbling system. By telling their
stories, we will come to know these people; to know their
hopes and fears, their complexities and their contradictions.
We will learn a little more about human relationships, in all
their messiness. And we’ll learn how, with just a little too
much misfortune, any of us could find ourselves homeless,
even become one of the hundreds of people dying on
Britain’s streets.
As the number of rough sleepers skyrockets across the UK,
No Fixed Abode will also bring to light many of the ad-hoc
projects attempting to address the problem. You will meet
some of the courageous people who dedicate their lives to
saving the forgotten of our society and see that the smallest
act of kindness or affection can save a life.
This is a timely and important book encompassing wider
themes of inequality and austerity measures; through the
prism of homelessness, it offers a true picture of Britain
today – and shows how terrifyingly close to breaking point
we really are.

Maeve McClenaghan is an award-winning investigative journalist
at The Bureau of Investigative Journalism and founder of the
popular, critically-acclaimed podcast The Tip Off. Maeve has won
the Bar Council’s Legal Reporting Award, the innovation awards
at the British Journalism Awards and the European Press Prize.
She has also been a finalist for four Amnesty Media Awards, the
Paul Foot Award and the Orwell Prize in 2016 and 2018.
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Writers & Lovers
Lily King
Funny and heartbreaking, Writers & Lovers is the
bitingly clever story of Casey, a young writer who
has lost her direction in life, until two men step
into her world and offer her two very different
futures . . .

© Laura Lewis

Casey has ended up back in Massachusetts after a
devastating love affair. Her mother has just died and she is
knocked sideways by grief and loneliness, moving between
the restaurant where she waitresses for the Harvard elite
and the rented shed she calls home. Her one constant is
the novel she has been writing for six years, but at thirtyone she is in debt and directionless, and feels too old to be
that way – it’s strange, not be the youngest kind of adult
anymore.

‘Lily King is one of our great literary
treasures and Writers & Lovers is
suffused with her brilliance. It is
captivating, potent, incisive, and wise,
a moving story of grief, and recovering
from grief, and of a young woman
finding her courage for life’ Madeline
Miller, author of Circe
‘My favourite of Lily King’s books so
far. Exuberant and affirming, it’s funny
and immensely clever, emotionally
rare and strong. I feel bereft now I’ve
finished’ Tessa Hadley, author of Late
in The Day

And then, one evening, she meets Silas. He is kind,
handsome, interested. But only a few weeks later, Oscar
walks into her restaurant, his two boys in tow. He is older,
grieving the loss of his wife, and wrapped up in his own
creativity. Suddenly Casey finds herself at the point of a love
triangle, stuck between two very different relationships that
promise two very different futures.
Lily King’s Writers & Lovers follows Casey in the last days
of a long youth, a time when everything – her family, her
work, her relationships – comes to a crisis. Hugely moving
and impossibly funny, it is a transfixing novel that explores
the terrifying and exhilarating leap between the end of one
phase of life and the beginning of another. It is a novel about
love and creativity, and ultimately it captures the moment
when a woman becomes an artist.

Lily King is the author of The Pleasing Hour, The English Teacher,
Father of the Rain and Euphoria, which Picador published in 2014.
Euphoria was a New York Times bestseller and won the 2014
Kirkus Prize and the 2014 New England Book Award for Fiction.
It was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle Award. King
is also the recipient of a Whiting Writers’ Award and has twice
won both the Maine Fiction Award and the New England Book
Award. She lives with her husband and children in Maine, USA.
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