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Annie Stanley, All at Sea

Sue Teddern

A debut novel full of warmth and heart, for 
fans of David Nicholls and Katie Fforde.

Annie Stanley, All at Sea is the story of the eponymous 
Annie, whose father has just died and whose ashes 
she decides to take -- without the rest of her family's 
consent -- on a tour of the 31 sea areas that make 
up the shipping forecast, which she and her father 
used to listen to together.

As she travels around the coastline of Britain 
searching for the perfect place to scatter her father’s 
ashes, Annie meets a unique cast of characters, 
making friends with, among others, an oil rig worker 
in Cromarty, a prisoner’s family, and some 
honeymooning twitchers in Lundy. She also attempts 
to deal with her grief and her combative relationship 
with her late dad. 

Annie Stanley, All at Sea is a novel about love and loss, 
and how it’s often the most difficult moments in life 
that show us what really matters.

Sue Teddern is a scriptwriter whose extensive list of 
credits includes tv series Birds of a Feather and 
Homefront and radio dramas The Archers and 
Cooking in a Bedsitter for Radio 4. Annie Stanley, All 
at Sea is her first novel.

‘I’ve known Sue’s work for many years. She’s 
a funny, warm, wry scriptwriter and it’s great 
that she’s bringing that heart and charm to 
fiction.’ David Nicholls

February 2021
Manuscript: November 2019

£12.99 • 9781529025033 • Fiction • hardback• 304pp
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Confessions of a Forty-Something F**k Up

Alexandra Potter

Hilarious, poignant, utterly relatable - Confessions 
of a Forty-Something F*** Up is a must-read for 
anyone whose life isn’t working out quite how 
they’d planned.

Nell Stevens’ life is a mess. Until recently she’s been living 
in America with Ethan, her fiancé, but when her bookshop 
cum café goes bust, along with her relationship and all her 
savings, she moves back to London to start over. But a lot 
has changed since she’s been gone. All her single friends are 
happily married with children and with rents sky-high she’s 
forced to rent a room while she looks for a job. 
  
Left out of the mummy club, Nell feels left behind, she 
misses her friends. When an old work contact gets her a job 
writing obituaries, she meets Cricket, an eighty-something 
widow who never had kids and they strike up an unlikely 
friendship. Whereas Nell’s friends are all busy with their 
families, all Cricket’s friends are dying off. They help each 
other cope with the loss of their old lives and navigate 
towards new ones with optimism, poignancy and humour.

Alexandra Potter is the bestselling author of eleven 
romantic comedy fiction novels in the UK. These titles have sold 
in twenty-two territories and achieved worldwide sales of more 
than one million copies. 
 
Alex currently lives in South-West London and when she’s not 
spending time writing or travelling, she’s spending far too much 
time on Instagram being reminded that she should be exercising 
regularly, drinking enough water, practising mindfulness and 
feeling blessed.

April 2020

Rights Sold
Czech: Prah Publishers
French: Editions Eyrolles
German: Piper Verlag
Portuguese: Saida de Emergencia
Slovak: Noxi
Turkish: Dahi Yayincilik

£12.99 • 9781529022780 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 400pp
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Sistersong

Lucy Holland

In a magical Ancient Britain, three 
sisters become entangled in a tale of 
treachery, love and murder. This story 
retells folk ballad The Two Sisters, 
through the eyes of the one the tale 
forgot. 

535 AD. In the ancient kingdom of Dumnonia, 
King Cador’s children inherit a fragmented land 
abandoned by the Romans.

Riva, scarred in a terrible fire, fears she will never heal.
Keyne battles to be seen as the king’s son, when born a 
daughter.  
And Sinne, the spoiled youngest girl, yearns for romance.

All three fear a life of confinement within the walls of the 
hold – a last bastion of strength against the invading Saxons. 
But change comes on the day ash falls from the sky, bringing 
Myrddhin, meddler and magician, and Tristan, a warrior 
whose secrets will tear the siblings apart. Riva, Keyne and 
Sinne must take fate into their own hands, or risk being 
tangled in a story they could never have imagined; one of 
treachery, love and ultimately, murder. It’s a story that will 
shape the destiny of Britain.

Sistersong retells the folk ballad, The Two Sisters, through the 
eyes of one the tale forgot. It’s a powerfully moving story, 
perfect for fans of Naomi Novik’s Uprooted and Katherine 
Arden’s The Bear and the Nightingale.

Lucy Holland is a Waterstones Bookseller, writer and 
podcaster.

April 2021
Manuscript available
     

£16.99 • 9781529039030 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 400pp
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The Girl Who Turned Right

Diana Rosie

Two lost children. Divided loyalties. A country 
edging to war. The Girl Who Turned Right is a story 
about love and loss – and how so much of our 
lives hinges on chance.

Italy, 1938. Mussolini is in power and war is not far away . . . 
 
Clara and Pippo are just children: Clara is the older sister, 
Pippo the younger brother; Clara is quiet and thoughtful, 
Pippo is nicknamed little bird because he is forever chatting. 
The two have only recently arrived in the city with their 
mother and the few possessions they could carry between 
the three of them. 
 
When their mother goes missing early one morning, both 
Clara and Pippo go in search of her. Clara reaches the end of 
the street and turns right; Pippo, left.
 
As a result of the choices they make that morning, their lives 
will be changed forever. 
 
Set in the time of Il Duce (The Leader), Diana Rosie’s The 
Girl Who Turned Right tells the story of a family and a country 
divided. But will Clara and Pippo – and their mother – find 
each other again?

A copywriter by trade, Diana Rosie has created award-
winning campaigns for a variety of popular brands,
 
Her debut novel, Alberto’s Lost Birthday, saw her named one of 
Amazon’s Rising Stars of 2016 and among WHSmith’s Fresh 
Talent Autumn 2016, and the book was recommended by Radio 
3 listeners as one of their favourite short novels.

‘Moving, thoughtful and absorbing . . . Alberto’s Lost 
Birthday reminds us of the importance of home and the 
peace that comes with knowing who we truly are’ Mail on 
Sunday on Alberto’s Lost Birthday

June 2020
Manuscript available

Rights sold for Alberto’s Lost Birthday
French: City Editions
German: Droemer Knaur 
Italian: Casa Editrice Nord 

£12.99 • 9781447293057 • Fiction • Hardback B Format • 288pp
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If I Can’t Have You

Charlotte Levin

Grief becomes obsession and obsession turns 
to hate in this dark and incredibly well-observed 
debut novel. 

If I Can’t Have You  is a darkly humorous and off-beat thriller 
which tells the story of Constance Little, a young woman 
who develops an infatuation for Samuel, the new doctor at 
the private medical practice where she works. When he 
ends their brief yet passionate affair, past wounds arising 
from her mother’s death and father’s abandonment come 
to the fore, and love morphs into obsession, then into hate. 
Because for Constance Little…it’s never over.

Most people, at some point in their lives, have had their 
hearts broken. But Charlotte wanted to explore the idea of 
that happening to someone who was already so damaged, 
who had endured so much loss, that they crossed lines the 
average person wouldn’t contemplate.

Part thriller, part human condition piece, If I Can’t Have You 
turns the stalker novel trope on its head by exploring the 
deeper side of loss and the fragility of mental health, and in 
turn, depicts a credible descent into an obsession that could 
almost happen to anyone.

The novel has similarities in tone to The Things We Have in 
Common by Tasha Kavanagh and You by Caroline Kepnes

Charlotte Levin has been shortlisted for the Andrea 
Badenoch Award, part of the New Writers North Awards, and 
for the Mslexia Short Story Competition. Aside from being a 
writer she is the director of an exhibitions company and lives in 
Manchester.

July 2020
Manuscript available

Rights Sold
French: Editions Bragelonne

£14.99 • 9781529032390 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 400pp
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The Hidden Wife

Joanna Rees

The second novel in a dazzling historical trilogy 
from bestselling author Joanna Rees, following The 
Runaway Daughter. For fans of Lucinda Riley and 
Penny Vincenzi.

The Hidden Wife by Joanna Rees is the second 
novel in A Stitch in Time – a sweeping historical 
trilogy.

Paris, 1928

Having fled London, Vita Casey has established a new life for 
herself as a dresser in the French capital. Living with Nancy, 
a dancer in a famous Parisian cabaret hall, they immerse 
themselves in a vibrant world of wild parties, drugs and jazz 
music.

But despite the hedonistic lifestyle they lead, Vita longs for 
a career and purpose in life. Dreaming of the career she left 
behind in London, Vita resolves to re-kindle her dreams 
of designing and making her own underwear for a Parisian 
lingerie house, while romance blossoms in the unlikeliest of 
places. 

Meanwhile Nancy is spiralling out of control into a world of 
drug abuse, and then there are those back in England who 
wish to see her ruined and forced to pay for the past she ran 
away from . . .

Joanna Rees is a best-selling author of twelve novels. She 
has also co-written several with her husband and has been 
translated into over 27 languages. She lives in Brighton with her 
husband and their three daughters.

August 2020
Manuscript available

Rights Sold for The Runaway Daughter
Czech: Grada Publishing
Portuguese; Zozo Editora
Spanish: Roca Editorial

£7.99 • 9781529018875 • Fiction • Paperback B Format • 400pp
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One Summer in Crete

Nadia Marks

From the author of Among the Lemon Trees comes 
another gloriously sunny and deeply moving read, 
a must for any beach bag.

Sophie’s world has fallen apart – her relationship is suddenly 
over and her chances of starting a family are gone. So when 
she’s sent to write a magazine article about the Greek island 
of Ikaria, it seems the perfect escape. The locals there 
are reported to be among the happiest and longest-living 
in the world. The island has a secret, one that Sophie is 
determined to uncover . . . 
 
Travelling to Crete, from where her family originates, Sophie 
begins to suspect there are more secrets closer to home. 
Her aunt Maritsa begins to recount the story of her own 
heartache as a teenage girl facing cruel hardships in rural 
Greece. A story of love, betrayal and revenge, it will change 
Sophie’s life forever.

Nadia Marks is a former creative director and associate 
editor on a number of leading magazines, and now works as a 
freelance writer for national and international publications. She 
is author of Among The Lemon Trees, Secrets Under The Sun and 
Between the Orange Groves.

‘My book of the year. An utterly gripping story of love and 
family secrets’ Vanessa Feltz on Among the Lemon Trees

‘A sparkling summer read’ Woman magazine on Secrets 
Under the Sun

‘An atmospheric and emotion-packed sunshine odyssey . 
. . The perfect travelling companion for this year’s holiday 
season’ Lancashire Evening Post on Secrets Under the Sun

May 2020
Manuscript: November 2019

Rights Sold for Among The Lemon Groves
Bulgarian; Kragozor Publishing House
Greek: Klidarithmos
Italian: Newton Compton
Portuguese: Clube do Autor

£7.99 • 9781509889747 • Fiction • Paperback B Format • 400pp
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City of Vengeance

D. V. Bishop

The first novel in an evocative historical crime 
fiction series set against the backdrop of the 
Medici dynasty in 1530s Renaissance Florence, for 
fans of Abir Mukherjee’s A Rising Man and Antonia 
Hodgson’s The Devil in the Marshalsea.

Florence. Winter, 1537: A prominent Jewish moneylender 
is found murdered, a death with wide implications in a city 
driven by commerce. Cesare Aldo, a former soldier and now 
an officer of the city’s most powerful criminal court, is given 
four days to solve the murder: catch the killer by Epiphany - 
or suffer the consequences. 

In the course of his investigations, Aldo uncovers a plot to 
overthrow the ruler of Florence, Alessandro de’ Medici. If 
the Duke falls, it will endanger the whole city. But a rival 
officer of the court is trying to uncover the secrets of Aldo’s 
private life to bring him down. Can Aldo stop the conspiracy 
before anyone else dies, or will his own secrets destroy him 
first?

 D. V. Bishop is an award-winning screenwriter, and TV 
dramatist. His love for the city of Florence and the Renaissance 
period meant there could be only one setting for his crime 
fiction debut. City of Vengeance won the Pitch Perfect 
competition at Bloody Scotland 2018, and he was awarded a 
Robert Louis Stevenson Fellowship by the Scottish Book Trust 
while writing the novel. When not busy being programme leader 
for creative writing at Edinburgh Napier University, he plans his 
next research trip to Florence.

March 2021
Manuscript available
 

£14.99 • 9781529038774 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 400pp
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Black 13

Adam Hamdy

A thriller for our times, Black 13 introduces ex-
MI6 officer Scott Pearce, as he is thrown into 
a shadowy world of global conspiracy where 
governments are toothless and the people really 
pulling the strings are in deep shadow. In order to 
bring them into the light, Pearce must throw away 
the espionage rulebook.

The march of liberalism has juddered to a halt, democracy 
has been undermined, and private individuals wield more 
power than governments. There is a war going on and the 
outcome will change how we live forever.

After decades of peace and prosperity, the forces of dogma 
and violent ideology have been gathering in the shadows. 
These forces are rising, out manoeuvring governments, the 
military, and intelligence agencies on every continent with 
deadly consequences.
There is only one man with the right skills and experience 
to neutralize the conspiracy that threatens to reshape the 
world: ex-MI6 officer Scott Pearce.
Pearce is taking the fight to the enemy in the new espionage 
war. A war where there are no loyalties, no boundaries, and 
no rules.

Adam Hamdy is an author and screenwriter, who works with 
studios and production companies on both sides of the Atlantic. 
He is the author of the Pendulum trilogy, an acclaimed series of 
thrillers.

‘The action never flags in Black 13. It. Never. Ever. Stops. 
Adam Hamdy is a worthy successor to Ludlum and Cussler’ 
James Patterson

‘A scorching thriller that will make you question where 
we are as a country . . . and where we might be heading’ 
Anthony Horowitz

‘The best book I’ve read in a very long time. In this high 
stakes espionage thriller Scott Pearce is a formidable player 
who never gives up. Black 13 has TV/film adaptation written 
all over it.’ Mari Hannah

January 2020
Manuscript available

 

£14.99 • 9781529035131 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 480pp
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The Hidden Girls

Rebecca Whitney

For fans of The Girl on the Train and The Widow, The 
Hidden Girls is the tense and gripping new novel 
from Rebecca Whitney, author of The Liar’s Chair.

For Ruth, a new mother recovering from postpartum 
psychosis, every day is difficult and, after months spent 
hearing voices in the walls and trusting no one, she’s no 
longer confident in her own judgement. Neither, it seems, is 
anyone else. 
 
So, when she hears a scream from the local petrol station 
one night, she initially decides it must be her mind playing 
tricks again. The police, too, are polite but firm: she must 
stop calling them every time she thinks she hears something. 
And her husband is frustrated: he’d hoped Ruth was getting 
better at last. 
 
Ruth can’t quite let it go . . . What if there was a scream? 
What if it was someone in trouble? Someone who needs 
Ruth’s help?
 
Exploring the dark and isolating side of motherhood, the 
question at the heart of The Hidden Girls is how much you 
can help someone else when you can’t trust anyone – even  
yourself . . .

Rebecca Whitney’s debut, The Liar’s Chair, was published 
in 2015. As well as novels, she also writes features, and tutors 
for both the Guardian Masterclasses and the Creative Writing 
Programme in Brighton. She lives in Sussex. The Hidden Girls is 
her second novel.

‘Whitney is definitely a name to keep your eye on’ Stylist

‘An extremely promising literary newcomer’ Grazia

‘Pacy and pitch dark’ Sunday Mirror on The Liar’s Chair

May 2020
Manuscript available

Rights Sold for The Liar’s Chair
French: Editions Denoel

£12.99 • 9781447265863 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 288pp
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Can You See Me Now?

Trisha Sakhlecha

In politics there is always someone determined 
to reveal past secrets and now a young Indian 
minister is about see her life come crashing down 
around her. Perfect for fans of Erin Kelly and Lisa 
Jewell.

 Arriving at her new exclusive school at sixteen, all Alia 
Sharma wants is to be accepted. Sent to live in India with 
her grandparents by her nomadic parents, she knows 
that happiness will come if she can befriend the two most 
popular girls in her year, Sabah and Noor.

Before she knows it, Sabah and Noor’s intoxicating world of 
excitement and privilege is open to her, and for the first time 
Alia feels she is where she belongs. But with excitement 
comes jealousy, and with privilege resentment, and Alia 
finds that it only takes one night for her bright new world to 
shatter around her.

Now, fifteen years later, Alia is a young minister in the Indian 
government, trying to broker alliances with her party’s 
enemies, and keep her secrets in the past. But that fateful 
night is always there and now someone is determined to 
reveal the truth about her role what happened that night.

All they can see is how far Alia has come and how much she 
has to lose. And some secrets are too important to stay 
hidden . . .

Trisha Sakhlecha grew up in New Delhi and now lives in 
London. She works in fashion and is a graduate of the acclaimed 
Faber Academy writing course. 

‘A deliciously dark and original debut about love, loss 
and lies, with an ending that is impossible to predict ’ Alice 
Feeney on Your Truth or Mine?

‘Original and evocative, I was completely hooked by 
the longing, love and envy simmering sometimes unseen, 
yet ever-present. With an ending I couldn’t predict, this 
debut is one to savour’ Karen Hamilton on Your Truth or 
Mine?

June 2020
Manuscript: December 2019

£14.99 • 9781529032956 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 400pp
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The Young Team

Graeme Armstrong

Inspired by real events, this is a story about gangs, 
growing up in Scotland and the struggles young 
people face in choosing a future in Britain today.

Azzy Williams is ready. Ready to smoke, pop pills, drink 
wine and ready to fight. But most of all, he’s ready to do 
anything for his friends, his gang, his young team.
 
Round here, in the schemes of the forgotten industrial 
heartland of Scotland, your mates, your young team – 
they’re everything.
 
Azzy Williams is fourteen; a rising star, this is his life and he 
loves it. 
Azzy Williams is seventeen; he’s out of control. 
Azzy Williams is twenty-one; he’d like to leave it all behind. 
But a way out isn’t easy to find...  
 
Inspired by the experiences of its author, The Young Team 
is an energetic novel, full of the loyalty, laughs, mischief, 
boredom, violence and threat of life on these streets. It 
looks beyond the tabloid stereotypes to tell a powerful 
story about the realities of life for young people in Britain 
today.

Graeme Armstrong is a Scottish writer from Airdrie. He 
was inspired to study English Literature following his reading of 
Irvine Welsh’s Trainspotting at just sixteen. Alongside overcoming 
his own struggles with drug addiction, alcohol abuse and 
violence, he read English as an undergraduate at the University 
of Stirling; where, he returned to study a Masters’ in Creative 
Writing. 
   
‘The Young Team is a book full of guts, power, humour and 
humanity. This is a community not often seen in literature, 
depicted by a talented writer who intimately knows that 
world and the truth of this is seared in every sentence.’ 
Kerry Hudson, author of Lowborn

‘Vivid, dynamic and sharp as a whip’ Janice Galloway, 
author of The Trick is to Keep Breathing

March 2020
Manuscript: December 2019
 

£14.99 • 9781529017328 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 352pp
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XX
A novel, graphic

Rian Hughes

A unique and extraordinary novel of alien 
first contact, and how humanity copes in the 
aftermath.

At Jodrell Bank a mysterious signal of extraterrestrial origin 
has been detected. Jack Fenwick, artificial intelligence 
expert and on the autistic spectrum, thinks he can decode 
it. But when he and his associates at Hoxton tech startup 
Intelligencia find a way to step into the alien realm the signal 
encodes, they discover that it’s already occupied – by ghostly 
entities that may come from our own past.
 
Have these ‘DMEn’ (Digital Memetic Entities) been created 
by persons unknown for just such an eventuality? Are they 
our first line of defence in a coming war, not for territory, 
but for our minds?

Including transcripts from NASA debriefs, newspaper and 
magazine articles, fictitious Wikipedia pages, a seventeenth-
century treatise called Cometographia by Johannis Hevelius, 
and a spread on the so far undeciphered written language of 
Easter Island, Rongorongo, from a book called Language Lost: 
Undeciphered Scripts of the Ancient World. There is no book 
quite like this. 

Wrapping stories within stories, Rian Hughes’ XX unleashes 
the full narrative potential of graphic design. It uses the 
visual culture of the twentieth century to ask us who we 
think we are – and where we may be headed next.
 
The battle for your mind has already begun.

Rian Hughes is an award-winning graphic designer, illustrator, 
comic artist, writer and typographer who has worked 
extensively for the British and American advertising, music and 
comic book industries.
 
He has written and drawn comics for 2000AD and Batman: 
Black and White, and designed logos for James Bond, The X-Men, 
Superman, Hedkandi and The Avengers.
 

16/04/2020 • £20.00 • 9781529020571 • Fiction • Hardback Royal • 992pp • Rights:  WEL

Rian Hughes is a graphic designer, 
illustrator, comic artist, writer and 
typographer who has worked 
extensively for the British and 
American advertising, music and 
comic book industries. 
 He has written and drawn comics 
for 2000AD and Batman: Black and 
White, and designed logos for 
James Bond, the X-Men, Superman, 
Hed Kandi and The Avengers. He has 
produced Hawaiian shirts, ranges 
for Swatch, record sleeves for 
Ultravox and the Winchell Riots, and 
designed many typefaces which are 
available through his foundry, 
Device Fonts.
 His illustrations have appeared in 
magazines in the UK, US and Japan, 
and a retrospective monograph 
collecting his work, Art, Commercial, 
was published in 2001. 
 Recent books include Cult-ure: 
Ideas Can Be Dangerous, Logo a 
Gogo and Lifestyle Illustration of the 
’50s. His comic strips have been 
collected in Yesterday’s Tomorrows 
and Tales from Beyond Science, and 
his burlesque portraits in Soho 
Dives, Soho Divas. 
www.rianhughes.com
www.devicefonts.co.uk

Deconstructing layout, language, 
and the nature of consciousness 
itself, Rian Hughes’ first novel brings 
to bear the full expressive range of 
typography and design to tell a story 
like no other. 
 At Jodrell Bank a mysterious 
signal of extraterrestrial origin has 
been detected. Jack Fenwick, 
artificial intelligence expert and on 
the autistic spectrum, thinks he can 
decode it. But when he and his 
associates at Hoxton tech startup 
Intelligencia find a way to step into 
the alien realm the signal encodes, 
they discover that it’s already 
occupied — by ghostly entities that 
may come from our own past. 
 Have these ‘DMEn’ been created 
by persons unknown for just such an 
eventuality? Are they our first line of 
defence in a coming war, not for 
territory, but for our minds?
 Wrapping stories within stories, 
XX unleashes the full narrative 
potential of graphic design. It uses 
the visual culture of the twentieth 
century to ask us who we think 
we are — and where we may be 
headed next.  
 The battle for your mind has 
already begun.
 

Part modernist typographic experiment, 
part science fiction odyssey, XX takes 
us from the back-streets of East London 
to the furthest reaches of the Universe.

“The best genre book of the last 
twenty-five years.”
—Grant Morrison, Syfy Wire

“One of the most successful and prolific 
British illustrator/designers of the past 
twenty years.”
—Roger Sabin, Eye magazine
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Little Bandaged Days

Kyra Wilder

Dark and gripping, Little Bandaged Days is the 
story of a mother who loves her children so 
much, it might just be driving her mad . . .

A mother moves to Geneva with her husband and two 
young children. Her husband has got a high-flying new job 
and the family have been housed in a plush corporate rental 
apartment, surrounded by gleaming rental furniture, a 
spotless environment, and a gilt-edged future. Everything is 
perfect.

But, of course, it’s not. The isolation, the sleeplessness, 
the demands of two children, are getting to Erika. She has 
never been so alone and once the children are asleep, there 
are just too many hours to fill until morning, and there is 
something coming to get her…

Little Bandaged Days is a tensely written, painfully 
claustrophobic story about a woman losing her grip. 
Unpredictable, frighteningly compelling and brutally honest, 
it grapples with the harsh conditions of motherhood and this 
mother’s own identity. 

Kyra Wilder received a BA and MA in English Literature at 
San Francisco State University.  She has worked under Michael 
Tusk at the Michelin-starred Quince, and in restaurants in New 
York. She lives in Switzerland with her family.

‘Little Bandaged Days showcases the breathtaking new 
talent of Kyra Wilder. This is a compelling tale of a woman’s 
slide into madness, all while living what seems to be the 
perfect life. Part metaphor for modern life, part lament 
for the lost wildness of life, this novel demonstrates both 
writing chops and deeper themes. Wilder is a writer to 
watch’ Rene Denfeld, bestselling author of The Child Finder

January 2020
Manuscript available

Rights Sold
German: S Fischer Verlag

£12.99 • 9781529017373 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 256pp
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Mountain Road, Late at Night

Alan Rossi

A striking, compulsive and immensely powerful 
debut novel about what happens when tragedy 
strikes a family.

Nicholas and his wife April live in a remote cabin in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains with their four-year-old son, Jack. They 
keep their families at a distance, rejecting what their loved 
ones think of as ‘normal’. In the early hours of a Wednesday 
morning, they are driving home from a party when their car 
crashes on a deserted road and they are killed. This is the 
story of what happens after the tragedy.
 
As the couple’s grieving relatives descend on the family 
home, they are forced to decide who will care for the child 
Nicholas and April left behind. Nicholas’s brother, Nathaniel, 
and his wife Stefanie aren’t ready to be parents but his 
mother and father have issues of their own. And April’s 
mother, Tammy, is driving across the country to claim her 
grandson.
 
Experiencing a few traumatic days in the minds of each family 
member, Alan Rossi’s debut, Mountain Road, Late at Night is 
a taut, nuanced and breathtaking look at what we do when 
everything goes wrong, and the frightening fact that life 
carries on, regardless. A gripping, affecting and extremely 
accomplished debut.

Alan Rossi was born in 1980 in Columbus, Ohio. His fiction 
has appeared in Granta, the Atlantic, Missouri Review, Conjunctions, 
Agni, and Ninth Letter, among others. His novella Did You Really 
Just Say That To Me? was awarded the third annual New England 
Review Award for Emerging Writers, and he was the New England 
Review/Bread Loaf Scholar for 2017. He is also the recipient of 
a Pushcart Prize for his story ‘Unmoving Like a Mighty River 
Stilled’, and an O. Henry Prize for ‘The Buddhist’. He lives in 
South Carolina with his wife and daughter. Mountain Road, Late 
at Night is his first novel.

£14.99 • 9781529002355 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 256pp

February 2020
Manuscript available
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Nightshift

Kiare Ladner

A dark, compelling story of obsession and 
compulsion: one woman’s decision to shrug off her 
normal life and join the other-worldly existence of 
London’s nightshift workers.

Nightshift by Kiare Ladner is a story of obsession set in 
London’s liminal world of nightshift workers.
 
When twenty-three-year-old Meggie meets distant and 
enigmatic Renee, she recognizes in her the person she would 
like to be. Giving up her daytime existence and the trappings 
of a normal life in favour of working the same nightshifts as 
Renee, Meggie will plunge herself into a nihilistic existence 
that will see her gradually immerse herself in the transient 
and uncertain world of the nightshift worker.
 
Dark, sexy, frightening, prescient, Nightshift explores 
ambivalent female friendship, sexual attraction and lives 
that defy easy categorization. London’s stark urban reality 
is rendered other-wordly and strange as Meggie’s sleep 
deprivation, drinking and obsession for Renee gain a 
momentum all of their own.

As a child, Kiare Ladner wanted to live on a farm, run an 
orphanage and be on stage. As an adult, she found herself 
working for academics, with prisoners and on nightshifts. Her 
short stories have been published in South Africa, where she 
grew up, and the UK, where she lives now.
 
Nightshift is her debut novel.

May 2020
Manuscript available
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Laura Cassidy’s Walk of Fame

Alan McMonagle

The darkly comic story of one woman’s 
determination to make it from her small home 
town to fame on the silver screen: a story of 
ambition, tragedy, and the lies we tell ourselves 
in pursuit of our dreams.

Laura Cassidy is going all the way. Hollywood. Starry lights. 
The Walk of Fame. It’s her destiny. At least, that’s what her 
movie-obsessed father used to tell her. That was always the 
plan.
 
Sure, it’s been a bit slow-going, but the stars have finally 
aligned. The long-awaited new theatre is about to open, and 
their first production calls for a particularly fiery female 
lead. This part has Laura’s name on it.
 
There’s her meddlesome sister to get past – freshly returned 
from saving the world. Her occasional lover and stand-in 
leading man seems to think it’s all a waste of time. And 
probably best not to mention the audition to her mother, 
especially after what happened last time . . . Laura just has to 
stay one step ahead of them all.
 
Channelling the era of Hollywood’s silver screen and told 
in a voice that blends devil humour, quiet mayhem, and a 
singled-minded optimism that might just lead to disaster, 
Laura Cassidy’s Walk of Fame tells the story of a troubled soul 
desperate to find her place in life.

Alan McMonagle has written for radio, published two collections 
of short stories – Liar, Liar and Psychotic Episodes, both of 
which were nominated for the Frank O’Connor Award – and 
contributed stories to many journals in Ireland and North 
America. He lives in Galway. His debut novel, Ithaca, was 
published in 2017.

05/03/2020 • £14.99 • 9781509829880 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 224pp • Rights:  WEL
05/03/2020 • £12.99 • 9781509829897 • Fiction • Trade Paperback Royal • 224pp • Rights:  WEL
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Jack and Bet

Sarah Butler

A moving, funny and uplifting novel about an 
elderly couple, the son who is trying desperately 
to care for them and the young woman who will 
change their lives forever.

Jack Chalmers is a man of few words, married to a woman 
of many. He and Bet have been together for seventy years –
almost a lifetime – and happily so, for the most part. 

All Jack and Bet want is to enjoy the time they have left 
together, in the flat they have tried to make their home. 
Their son Tommy has other ideas: he wants them to live 
somewhere with round-the-clock care, hot meals, activities. 
Bet thinks they can manage just fine.

When they strike up an unlikely friendship with Marinela, 
a young Romanian woman, Bet thinks she has found the 
perfect solution – one that could change Marinela’s life as 
well as theirs. But this means revisiting an old love affair, and 
confronting a long-buried secret she has kept hidden from 
everyone, even Jack, for many years.

Tender, moving and beautifully told, Sarah Butler’s Jack and 
Bet is an unforgettable novel about love and loss, the joys 
and regrets of a long marriage, and the struggle to find a 
place to call home.

Sarah Butler is the acclaimed author of two previous novels, 
Ten Things I’ve Learnt About Love and Before the Fire. Her writing 
has been translated into fourteen languages. She is also the 
author of a novella, Not Home, written in conversation with 
people living in unsupported temporary accommodation. 
Sarah is a part-time lecturer in Creative Writing at Manchester 
Metropolitan University and lives in Manchester with her family.

05/03/2020 • £14.99 • 9781509898152 • Fiction • Hardback Demy • 272pp • Rights:  World
05/03/2020 • £13.99 • 9781509898169 • Fiction • Trade Paperback Demy • 272pp • Rights:  World
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The Field 

Robert Seethaler

If the dead could speak, what would they say? In 
featherlight tone, bestselling and Man Booker 
International-shortlisted author Robert Seethaler 
writes about the things that linger after life comes 
to an end.

If the dead could speak, what would they say? Would they 
tell a story, recall a certain moment, a particular feeling or 
emotion? What remains of a life? 

The Field masterfully assembles the stories of the dead of a 
sleepy little provincial town. Seethaler paints a picture of a 
community – from below ground instead of above. As in any 
small town, some citizens emerge as the stars, while others 
are more peripheral. All of their stories nonetheless form an 
integral part of the whole.

A man is born, falls to gambling and dies. Another can finally 
the moment when his life changed course. A woman had 
many men, but loved only one: he was nothing special, but 
she loved him anyway.

Robert Seethaler’s The Field is about what happens at the 
end. It is a book of human lives – each one different, yet 
connected to others – that asks, ultimately, what gives life 
meaning.

Robert Seethaler was born in Vienna in 1966 and is the author 
of several novels including A Whole Life and The Tobacconist. A 
Whole Life was a top ten-bestseller in Germany, was shortlisted 
for the Man Booker International, and has garnered huge 
acclaim.

September 2020
Manuscript: November 2019
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The God of that Summer

Ralf Rothmann

A devastating story about the climate of blindness 
and denunciation in the final months of a war that 
for ever darkened the souls of the civilians who 
lived through it – from the author of To Die in 
Spring.

A child at war: at the beginning of 1945, twelve-year-
old Luisa Norff and her mother and older sister had to 
flee to the country from bombarded Kiel. The estate of 
her brother-in-law Vinzent, an SS officer, becomes an 
unexpected space of freedom: no more lessons, and as 
Allied bombers fly east and more and more refugees arrive, 
the dazed wander through the woods trying to understand 
life away from the fires. Why does the sight of young Walter 
trouble her so? Who are the prisoners at Klostersee? 
Where has her sister Billie suddenly gone? And where is 
the wig-maker actually getting her hair? When, at a birthday 
celebration, her worst fears are realized, Luisa collapses 
under the weight of the unexplainable.
 
Ralf Rothmann’s previous novel, To Die in Spring, was a 
disturbing drama about death on the battlefield. The God of 
that Summeris an equally devastating story about the climate 
of blindness and denunciation in the final months of a war 
that for ever darkened the souls of those who lived through 
it, and allows a twelve-year-old girl to justifiably say: ‘I have 
experienced everything.’

Ralf Rothmann is a German novelist, poet, and dramatist. His 
first novel to be translated into English, To Die in Spring, was an 
international bestseller and is being translated into twenty-five 
languages.

May 2020

Manuscript: October 2019
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Beneath the Drachenwand

Arno Geiger

A unique, touching novel, depicting the quiet 
heroism of ordinary people in the face of suffering, 
and the struggle to live a normal life in violent 
times. For fans of Robert Seethaler and Ralf 
Rothmann.

For readers of Robert Seethaler and Ralf Rothmann comes 
a unique, timeless novel, depicting the quiet heroism of 
ordinary people in the face of suffering, and the struggle to 
live a normal life in violent times.

The year is 1944 and Veit Kolbe, a young German soldier, 
injured fighting in Russia, is recovering at Mondsee, a village 
and a lake below Drachenwand mountain, close to Salzburg 
in Austria. Here he meets Margot and Margarete, two young 
women who share his hope that sometime, sooner or later, 
life will begin again.

The war is lost but how long will it take before it finally 
comes to its end? Geiger tells of Veit’s nightmares and the 
strangely normal life of the small village, of the “Brazilian” 
who dreams of returning to Rio de Janeiro, of the landlady 
and her rallying calls, of Margarete the teacher with whom 
Veit falls in love, but who isn’t interested in him.

But when Veit’s wounds are healed his next call-up orders 
arrive.

Arno Geiger grew up in the Austrian Alps, in a village 
overlooking Lake Constance. His grandparents were farmers, his 
father was the local government clerk and his mother a primary 
school teacher. He studied German and comparative literature 
at university and his debut novel appeared in 1997. In 2005, he 
was awarded the inaugural German Book Prize, and his writing 
has won numerous other prizes. His autobiographical novel The 
Old King in His Exile was translated into 28 languages and won 
several literary prizes. He is married and lives in Vienna.

‘Novel of the Year: ‘A great anti-war novel, in the middle of 
which a love story... develops, full of tenderness - as around 
it the world shatters... This impressive, subtle book’’ Der 
Spiegel

February 2021

Manuscript: April 2020
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Red Man/Black Man

Kim Leine

An epic story about the colonisation of 
Greenland, about death, drinking and wickedness 
and what happens when two cultures meet.

1728: The doomed Danish King Fredrik IV sends a governor 
to Greenland to establish a colony, in the hopes of 
exploiting the country’s allegedly vast natural resources. 
A few merchants, a doctor-barber, two trainee priests, a 
blacksmith, some carpenters and soldiers and a dozen hastily 
married couples go with him.

The missionary priest Hans Egede (the ‘black man’) has 
already been in Greenland for several years when the new 
colonists arrive. He has established a mission there, but the 
converts are few. Among those most hostile Egede is the 
shaman Aappaluttoq (the ‘red man’), whose own son was 
taken by the priest and raised in the Christian faith as his 
own. Thus the great rift between two men, and two ways of 
life, is born.

The newly arrived couples – composed of men and women 
plucked from prison – quickly sink into a life of almost 
complete dissolution, and soon unsanitary conditions, 
illness and death bring the colony to its knees. Through the 
starvation and the epidemics that beset the colony, Egede 
remains steadfast in his determination – willing to sacrifice 
even those he loves for the sake of his mission. 
 
In Red Man/Black Man, award-winning novelist Kim Leine 
explores what happens when two cultures confront one 
another. In a distant colony, under the harshest conditions, 
the overwhelming forces of nature meet the vices of man.    

Kim Leine is a Danish-Norwegian novelist. He received the 
Golden Laurel award and the Nordic Council’s Literature Prize 
for his fourth novel, The Prophets of Eternal Fjord.

‘A superb novel . . . A raw, hugely powerful chronicle of lives 
lived on the edge . . . Has a grandeur and a compass that few 
novels this year will match.’ Sunday Times on The Prophets 
of Eternal Fjord:

 

February 2021

Manuscript: February 2020
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Catch the Rabbit

Lana Bastašic

A moving story about female friendship, growing 
up, the fallibility of memory and what it means to 
come of age in the wake of a civil war.  

Sara lives in Dublin with her partner Michael, their avocado 
plant, and a naturist neighbour. The life she lives is to all 
intents and purposes that of a ‘good European’. If little trace 
remains of her old life back in Bosnia, of her mother tongue, 
this is not entirely by accident.

So when she receives a call from Lejla, the best friend with 
whom she shared everything until their friendship ended 
suddenly on one summer day in college, asking her to 
return to Bosnia, to their home, she surprises herself by 
immediately saying yes. Lejla wants Sara to drive them from 
Mostar to Vienna, where Lejla’s brother Armin has just been 
found – Armin who disappeared as a young man during the 
Bosnian War. Everyone was convinced Armin was dead – 
except Lejla and Sara.

What follows is a road trip, but one that begins to stretch 
back into the past. Sara is forced to reconsider the things 
she thought she understood growing up: the best friend she 
once loved, the academic trials and first sexual experiences 
that the girls shared, but also the things that separated them: 
the Serbian Orthodox Christian customs and traditions that 
Sara’s family began to practise, the less Muslim-sounding 
name that Lejla’s family hastily pinned to their door, and 
finally the loss of a brother.

In Catch the Rabbit, Lana Bastašic tells the story of how we 
place the ones we love on pedestals, and then wait for them 
to fall off, how loss marks us indelibly, and how the traumas 
of war echo down the years. 

Lana Bastašic is a Yugoslav-born writer. She has published 
two collections of short stories and one of poetry. Catch the 
Rabbit, her first novel, was published in 2018 in Belgrade and 
was shortlisted for the NIN Award.

May 2021
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Sex Robots & Vegan Meat
The People Changing Birth, Food, Sex & Death For Ever

Jenny Kleeman

What if we could have babies without bearing 
children, eat meat without killing animals or have a 
perfect sexual relationship without involving another 
human being?

A timely investigation into the forces that are driving 
innovation in the four core areas of human experience: 
birth, food, sex and death

We are on the brink of seismic change in every one of these 
four areas, from artificial wombs, to lab-grown meat; from 
sex robots programmable to have polite conversations with 
your wife, to a new frontier in assisted dying. Who are the 
people dictating and shaping the change taking place, and 
what is motivating them to do it? Can we safely assume 
that these entrepreneurs are in it for the thrill of human 
advancement, or might there be more sinister motivations 
at hand?

Sex Robots & Vegan Meat will take the reader on a fascinating 
exploration of the changes afoot, and their implications for 
who we are as a society, and as humans.

Jenny Kleeman is a journalist and documentary-maker who’s 
travelled the world finding eye-catching, thought-provoking 
stories and compelling characters. Her articles appear regularly 
in the Guardian’s Saturday Weekend magazine and Long Read 
section, and also the Sunday Times, The Times, The New 
Statesman and VICE. She has reported for BBC One’s Panorama 
and The One Show, HBO’s VICE News Tonight and Channel 4’s 
Dispatches. She won the One World Media Television Award 
for her work on Unreported World in 2011, and was nominated 
for the Amnesty International Gaby Rado award in 2012.

July 2020
Manuscript available

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese: Thinkingdom
German: Goldmann
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The Rise and Fall of Private Life

Tiffany Jenkins

An urgent, unique and brilliantly readable history 
of the rise and fall of private life in the West.

Private life is in mortal danger, following decades in which 
it has been relinquished and ransacked. It is threatened by 
a three-headed monster: state and corporate surveillance; 
a confessional, ’tell-all’ culture that makes people complicit 
in the invasion of their own privacy; and the intense 
politicization of private life.

Tiffany Jenkins’ ground-breaking book traces the emergence 
of private sanctuaries from authority and public opinion, 
to show that private life is a very recent – and hard-won – 
achievement. It warns that if we’re not careful, it will be a 
temporary one.

The Rise and Fall of Private Life is animated by dramatic 
confrontations, from the political struggles in the 
seventeenth century that led to the rallying cry that ‘an 
Englishman’s home is his castle’; to the first modern privacy 
panic in 1844, when the British government opened letters 
sent to exiled Italian republican Giuseppe Mazzini; to 
Californian experiments in living without walls; from the 
radical feminists who in the early 1970s declared that ‘the 
personal is political’; to the Clinton—Lewinsky affair and the 
Kavanaugh confirmation hearings; and from the embrace by 
the public of reality television; to the Chinese government’s 
social credit system.

The argument at the heart of this book is simple and urgent: 
a private life is a precious, sustaining resource, of profound 
intrinsic value, that must be defended.

Dr Tiffany Jenkins is an Anglo-American writer, academic 
and broadcaster. She is the author of the acclaimed Keeping 
Their Marbles: How Treasures of the Past Ended Up in Museums 
and Why They Should Stay There. She is an Honorary Fellow in 
the History of Art at the University of Edinburgh; and a former 
visiting fellow in the Department of Law at the London School of 
Economics. She is a frequent commentator for the Guardian, the 
Observer, the Financial Times, and the Spectator. 

February 2022
Proposal available
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42.2
The Running Book

John Connell

A meditation on running, nature, history and 
the post-colonial experience from the No.1 
bestselling author of The Cow Book.

Embarking on a 42.2km run through his native County 
Longford, Ireland, bestselling author John Connell takes 
us on a Sebaldesque journey through the human 
experience. As he crosses the woodlands and tiny roads 
of his home, he reminisces on some of his great runs, 
from Australia to Canada, along the Cliffs of Moher to 
the waterfalls of the Blue Mountains, and remembers 
inspiring runners from history.

While he runs, Connell also considers colonialism and 
examines the effects of British imperialism in Ireland and 
its former colonies of Australia, Canada, the USA and 
India.

Told in 42 chapters and 42,000 words, each chapter 
marks another kilometre in the 42.2 k run and captures 
what it is to undertake a marathon moment by moment. 
Part memoir, part essay, 42.2 examines what it is to be 
alive and what movement can do for a person.

John Connell is a writer and farmer based in Ireland. He is 
the author of The Cow Book: A Story of Life on a Family 
Farm (Granta), which won Irish Non-Fiction Book of the 
Year at the Irish Book Awards 2018. 

'Connell's vivid writing brings his subject 
matter to life...A natural writer, Connell is 
also a sympathetic and wise observer of 
the eternal struggle involving humans and 
animals' - Sunday Times on The Cow Book

February 2021

Manuscript: September 
2019

£14.99 •  Non-Fiction • Hardback Demy • 160pp
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A Place For Everything
The Story of Alphabetical Order

Judith Flanders

A celebration of the alphabet, from its beginnings 
to its pre-eminence as the organizing principle for 
the world’s knowledge.

Few of us consider the order of the alphabet for long after 
we first learn it as children. Yet it is alphabetic order, its 
role  in organization, that allows us to access centuries 
of thought, of knowledge, of poetry, literature, scientific 
discovery and discourse. Alphabetical order allows us to 
locate the information we need, and disseminate it further. 
Without alphabetical order, all the knowledge in the world 
would lie in great unsifted stacks of books, unfindable, 
unread, unknown.

A Place For Everything traces the beginnings of alphabetization, 
as we understand it, moving from the development of what 
was, in effect, a sixteenth-century proto-card catalogue, to a 
London bookseller who made a revolutionary breakthrough 
when he alphabetized his books, not by lumping all the 
‘Thomases’ together (Thomas More, Thomas Smith, Thomas 
Elyot), but by ‘sirname’.

The alphabet itself is an ancient invention, yet alphabetical 
order was the organizing principle that ushered in, and made 
possible, the modern world. It may now be on its way out, as 
binary code replaces the need to know that O comes after 
N. It is long past time that this extraordinary development 
was celebrated.

Judith Flanders is the author of the bestselling The Victorian 
House: Domestic Life from Childbirth to Deathbed (2003); A Circle 
of Sisters (2001), which was shortlisted for the Guardian First 
Book Award; the New York Times bestseller The Invention of 
Murder (2001), shortlisted for the CWA Gold Dagger for Non-
Fiction; The Victorian City: Everyday Life in Dickens’ London (2012), 
shortlisted for the Los Angeles Times ‘History Book of the Year’; 
The Making of Home (2014); and Christmas, A Biography (2017). In 
her copious leisure time, she also writes the Sam Clair series of 
comic crime novels.

06/02/2020 • £16.99 • 9781509881567 • Non-Fiction • Hardback A5 • 352pp • Rights:  WEL
 

Praise for Judith Flanders:
‘Excellent. Flanders’s questioning 
intelligence makes this a delightful 
book.’ Sunday Times (A Circle of 
Sisters)
‘With Flanders’ expert knowledge 
and guidance we can shudder at the 
violence or the cold calculation of 
murders . . . Excellent, well written and 
hugely well informed.’ Daily Mail (The  
Invention of Murder)
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Dutch Light

Hugh Aldersey-Williams

The untold story of the Huygens family, movers 
and shakers of the Dutch Golden Age. 

The Huygens were a family of intellectuals who would have 
Rembrandt and Descartes to dinner on the same night. The 
patriarch, Constantin Huygens, had been a diplomat and an 
advisor to the House of Orange, but he was also an artist 
who corresponded with Galileo and Mersenne. Susanna 
Huygens, his wife, was mathematically gifted, and well- 
connected too through her wealthy merchant family.

Christiaan Huygens, one of their children, then became 
Europe’s leading scientist, and in an age when scientists 
kept their discoveries close, Christiaan actively encouraged 
an international fellowship of ideas which stretched from 
Leibniz in Germany to Pierre de Fermat and Blaise Pascal in 
France and Robert Hooke and John Locke in Britain.

Dutch Light is the story of the Huygens, but it is also 
a fascinating and vivid portrait of a place and time in 
science, industry and culture – a period that saw an 
unprecedented expansion of ideas and vision, that changed 
our understanding of the world – and weaves together the 
contributions of a number of personalities, connected by 
family as much as by scientific sympathies.

Hugh Aldersey-Williams studied natural sciences at 
Cambridge. He is the author of Periodic Tales (2012), Anatomies 
(2014) and Tide: The Science and Lore of the Greatest Force on 
Earth (2016).
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Picnic on the Grass
Friends and Lovers in Time of War

Anna Thomasson

The compelling new book from Anna Thomasson

The South of France in the summer of 1937, six friends picnic 
in a sun-dappled glade. A blanket laid out on the grass, a low 
table set for lunch, and ranged around it the friends sprawl 
languorously in the heat of the day. The women have peeled 
down their dresses to their waists to reveal their breasts. 
They could be dryads or figures plucked from a Gaugin. 
Shoes are cast aside. A couple kiss playfully while the others 
look on, laughing . . . 

Picnic on The Grass is the story of Lee Miller’s famous 
photograph, of its subjects, Nusch & Paul Eluard, 
Roland Penrose, Man Ray, and Ady Fidelin, and of that 
Mediterranean summer and the war that followed, throwing 
their lives into turmoil. It is the story of very different 
people set on very different courses, brought together by 
an elaborate web of romantic and artistic connections and 
captured in photographs taken that summer, that would link 
them forever.

Anna Thomasson studied for an M Phil in Biography at the 
University of Buckingham and her thesis was shortlisted for 
the Daily Mail Biographers’ Club Prize. She is the author of the 
highly acclaimed A Curious Friendship (Macmillan, 2015) and lives 
in London.

April 2021
Manuscript: April 2020
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Machiavelli

Alexander Lee

A comprehensive, authoritative and highly original 
portrait of one of history’s most unjustly infamous 
characters.

‘A notorious fiend’, ‘generally odious’, ‘he seems hideous, 
and so he is.’

Thanks to the invidious reputation of his most famous work, 
The Prince, Niccolò Machiavelli exerts a unique hold over the 
popular imagination. But was Machiavelli as sinister as he 
is often thought to be? Might he not have been an infinitely 
more sympathetic figure, prone to political missteps, 
professional failures and personal dramas? 

Alexander Lee reveals the man behind the myth, following 
him from cradle to grave, from his father’s penury and the 
abuse he suffered at a teacher’s hands, to his marriage and 
his many affairs (with both men and women), to his political 
triumphs and, ultimately, his fall from grace and exile. In 
doing so, Lee uncovers hitherto unobserved connections 
between Machiavelli’s life and thought. He also reveals the 
world through which Machiavelli moved: from the great halls 
of Renaissance Florence to the court of the Borgia pope, 
Alexander VI, from the dungeons of the Stinche prison to 
the Rucellai gardens, where he would begin work on some  
of his last great works.

As much a portrait of an age as of a uniquely engaging man, 
Lee’s gripping and definitive biography takes the reader into 
Machiavelli’s world – and his work – more completely than 
ever before.

Alexander Lee is a research fellow at the University of Warwick. 
He is the author of four acclaimed books, most recently 
Humanism and Empire: The Imperial Ideal in Fourteenth-Century 
Italy. He writes a regular column for History Today, and has 
contributed articles on a wide variety of historical and cultural 
subjects to the Sunday Telegraph, the Wall Street Journal, the 
Guardian, the New Statesman, the Times Literary Supplement, 
and Dissent, and has frequently appeared on BBC television and 
radio, ITV, Central Television and Sky News. He lives in France.

19/03/2020 • £30.00 • 9781447274995 • Non-Fiction • Hardback Royal • 768pp • Rights:  WEL
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Kremlin Winter
Russia and the Second Coming of Vladimir Putin

Robert Service

A riveting account of Vladimir Putin’s second 
presidency and how he has held onto power.

Vladimir Putin has dominated Russian politics since Boris 
Yeltsin relinquished the presidency in his favour in May 
2000.  He served two terms as president, before himself 
relinquishing the post to his prime minister, Dimitri 
Medvedev, only to return to presidential power for a third 
time in 2012. 
  
Putin’s rule, whether as president or prime minister, has 
been marked by a steady increase in domestic repression 
and international assertiveness. Despite this, there have 
been signs of liberal growth and Putin – and Russia – now 
faces a far from certain future.

In Kremlin Winter, Robert Service, acclaimed biographer of 
Lenin, Stalin and Trotsky and one of our finest historians 
of modern Russia, brings his deep understanding of that 
country to bear on the man who leads it.  He reveals a 
premier who cannot take his supremacy for granted, yet 
is determined to impose his will not only on his closest 
associates but on society at large. It is a riveting insight into 
power politics as Russia faces  a blizzard of difficulties both 
at home and abroad.

Robert Service is a Fellow of the British Academy and of 
St Antony’s College, Oxford. He has written several books, 
including the highly acclaimed Lenin: A Biography, Russia: 
Experiment with a People, Stalin: A Biography and Comrades: A 
History of World Communism, as well as many other books on 
Russia’s past and present. Trotsky: A Biography was awarded the 
2009 Duff Cooper Prize. Married with four children, he lives in 
London.
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Pandora’s Jar
Greek Myths Retold

Natalie Haynes

In the many retellings of the Greek myths, the 
focus is generally on gods and heroes, but Natalie 
Haynes refocuses our gaze on the remarkable 
women at the centre of these ancient stories.

The Greek myths are one of the most important cultural 
foundation-stones of the modern world. Stories of gods and 
monsters are the mainstay of epic poetry and Greek tragedy, 
from Homer to Virgil to from Aeschylus to Sophocles and 
Euripides.  And still, today, a wealth of novels, plays and films 
draw their inspiration from stories first told almost three 
thousand years ago.  But modern tellers of Greek myth have 
usually been men, and have routinely shown little interest 
in telling women’s stories.  Now, in Pandora’s Jar, Natalie 
Haynes – broadcaster, writer and passionate classicist – 
redresses this imbalance.  Taking Greek creation myths as 
her starting point and then retelling the four great mythic 
sagas: the Trojan War, the Royal House of Thebes, Jason and 
the Argonauts, Heracles, she puts the female characters on 
equal footing with their menfolk.  The result is a vivid and 
powerful account of the deeds – and misdeeds - of Hera, 
Aphrodite, Athene and Circe.  And away from the goddesses 
of Mount Olympus it is Helen, Clytemnestra, Jocasta, 
Antigone and Medea who sing from these pages, not Paris, 
Agamemnon, Orestes or Jason.

Natalie Haynes is a writer and broadcaster. She writes for the 
Guardian, and the Independent. She was a judge for the 2012 
Orange Prize for Fiction, the 2013 Man Booker Prize, and the 
2014 Independent Foreign Fiction Prize.
The author of two acclaimed books, The Amber Fury, a novel, and 
The Ancient Guide to Modern Life, her second novel, The Children of 
Jocasta, was published by Mantle in 2017.  She has spoken on the 
modern relevance of the classical world on three continents, 
from Cambridge to Chicago to Auckland.  She is also a regular 
contributor to BBC Radio 4: reviewing for Front Row and 
Saturday Review, appearing as a team captain on three seasons of 
Wordaholics. A fourth series of her show, Natalie Haynes Stands 
Up for the Classics, will be broadcast on Radio 4 in 2018.

September 2020

Manuscript: February 2020

£20.00 • 9781509873111 • Non-Fiction • Hardback Royal • 320pp



34

Dear Reader
The Comfort and Joy of Books

Cathy Rentzenbrink

A memoir of a life spent immersed in the comfort 
and joy of books, from Sunday Times bestselling 
author Cathy Rentzenbrink

Cathy Rentzenbrink fell in love with reading at an early age 
and spent much of her childhood and adolescence with her 
nose in a book. When her life was upended by tragedy, 
reading was the raft she clung to. Books helped Cathy find 
consolation, and eventually led her on a new path - first as a 
bookseller, and then as an author. 

In this moving, funny, comforting and inspiring memoir, 
Cathy shares the story of her lifelong love-affair with reading 
and introduces the books that shaped her.

Cathy Rentzenbrink has lived in Cornwall, Yorkshire and London 
and recently returned to Cornwall, where she lives with her 
family and works as a writer and journalist. She is the author of 
the Sunday Times bestselling memoir The Last Act of Love, which 
was shortlisted for the Wellcome Book Prize and selected for 
the Richard & Judy Book Club.

September 2020
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From The Wreck

Jane Rawson

*Winner of the Aurealis Award for best SF novel * 
 
*Longlisted for the Miles Franklin Award * 
 
‘It’s hard to find the right words to praise this 
novel. I think we need a whole new critical 
vocabulary to be invented. Rawson recreates a 
vanished historical world with utterly convincing 
characters as well as inhabits the mind of a 
cephalopod alien and makes us feel, in both 
cases, yes, that’s exactly how it is… Mysterious, 
chilling and tender. The book is a sort of miracle’ 
Lian Hearn

When George Hills was pulled from the wreck of the 
steamship Admella, he carried with him memories of a 
disaster that claimed the lives of almost every other soul on 
board. Almost every other soul.

Because as he clung onto the wreck, George wasn’t alone: 
someone else - or something else - kept George warm and 
bound him to life. Why didn’t he die, as so many others did, 
half-submerged in the freezing Southern Ocean? And what 
happened to his fellow survivor, the woman who seemed to 
vanish into thin air?

George will live out the rest of his life obsessed with finding 
the answers to these questions. He will marry, father 
children, but never quite let go of the feeling that something 
else came out of the ocean that day, something that has been 
watching him ever since. The question of what this creature 
might want from him - his life? His first-born? To simply 
return home? - will pursue him, and call him back to the 
ocean again.

Blending genres, perspectives and worlds, Jane Rawson’s 
From the Wreck - winner of the Aurealis Award for Best 
Science Fiction Novel- is a chilling and tender story about 
how fiercely we cling to life, and how no-one can survive on 
their own.

Jane Rawson is author of a previous novel, A Wrong Turn at 
the Off ice of Unmade Lists, and a novella, Formaldehyde.  

April 2019
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Sweet Home

Wendy Erskine

A collection of brilliantly written short stories by 
an exciting talent from Northern Ireland.

’A gripping, wonderfully understated book that 
oozes humanity, emotion and humour.’ Guardian

LONGLISTED FOR THE GORDON BURN PRIZE 2019

‘Wendy Erskine’s first collection, Sweet Home . . . is every bit 
as good as her early stories in the always astute Stinging Fly 
magazine promised.’ Jon McGregor, New Statesman

Set in the author’s native Belfast, the ten stories in Sweet 
Home lay bare the heartbreak and quiet tragedies that run 
under the surface of everyday lives. A lonely woman is 
fascinated by her niqab-wearing
neighbours; a middle-aged teacher becomes obsessed with a 
young Gaelic football player; and an employer covers for his 
two employees caught having sex in a public toilet.

Wendy Erskine offers perfectly formed, brilliantly observed 
portraits of people trying to carve out a life for themselves, 
all the while being buffeted by the loss, grief and regret that 
come their way. Warm, compassionate and funny, Sweet 
Home captures life in contemporary East Belfast, in all of its 
forms.

Wendy Erskine lives in Belfast. Her work has been published in 
The Stinging Fly, Stinging Fly Stories and Female Lines: New Writing 
by Women from Northern Ireland. She also features in Being 
Various: New Irish Short Stories (Faber and Faber), Winter Papers 
and on BBC Radio 4. Sweet Home is her first collection.

‘Shot through with glimmering beauty, Sweet Home is a 
delight.’ Daily Mail
‘An exceptional ear for dialogue, an impeccable semantic 
rhythm and an uncanny ability to tease laughter out of the 
darkest moments mean Erskine is perfectly poised to stare, 
unflinching, into our neoliberal abyss. The result is a 
gripping, wonderfully understated book that oozes 
humanity, emotion and humour.’ Guardian

June 2019
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Queer Intentions
A (Personal) Journey Through LGBTQ + Culture

Amelia Abraham

This immersive, accessible and thought-provoking 
book takes the reader on a journey – from Los 
Angeles to Istanbul, via London, Stockholm and 
Belgrade – to explore the pros and cons, the 
myths and realities of life for LGBTQ+ people 
today.

‘Eloquent, empathetic and passionate, this book 
will not just resonate with a new generation of 
queer people, but with all those who seek to be 
their allies. A brilliant book.’ Owen Jones

Today, the options and freedoms on offer to LGBTQ+ 
people living in the West are greater than ever before. But is 
same-sex marriage, improved media visibility and corporate 
endorsement all it’s cracked up to be? At what cost does 
this acceptance come? And who is getting left behind,  
particularly in parts of the world where LGBTQ+ rights 
aren’t so advanced?
 
Combining intrepid journalism with her own personal 
experience, Amelia Abraham searches for the answers to 
these urgent challenges, as well as the broader question 
of what it means to be queer in 2019. With curiosity, good 
humour and disarming openness, Amelia takes the reader on 
a thought-provoking and entertaining journey. Join her as she 
cries at the first same-sex marriage in Britain, loses herself 
in the world’s biggest drag convention in L.A., marches 
at Pride parades across Europe, visits both a transgender 
model agency and the Anti-Violence Project in New York to 
understand the extremes of trans life today, parties in the 
clubs of Turkey’s underground LGBTQ+ scene, and meets a 
genderless family in progressive Stockholm.

Amelia Abraham (b. 1991) is a journalist from London. She has 
worked as an editor at Vice, Refinery29 and Dazed. Her main 
interest is LGBTQ+ identity politics, and she has written on this 
topic for the Guardian, the Observer, the Independent, the Sunday 
Times, the New Statesman, ES Magazine, i-D and Vogue. She also 
writes about feminist issues, human-rights, health, arts and 
culture and sex. Queer Intentions is her first book.

May 2019
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My Amy

Tyler James with Sylvia Patterson

The death of icon Amy Winehouse aged just twenty-
seven rocked the music world.  Through the 
headlines the world watched a car crash, a girl hell 
bent on self-destruction. But the truth is far more 
complicated. Now, her best friend and constant 
companion Tyler James wants to tell the real story. 
Because she can’t. 

From their first encounter singing together at stage 
school through to their wayward teenage years and 
Amy’s dramatic rise to stardom, Tyler was with her 
through it all. Living with her right up until her death, 
he was the only one there by her side, day after day, 
hour after hour. He supported her through her 
career highs – the massive success of Back to Black 
and her five Grammy wins – and personal lows – her 
lifelong struggles with addiction, insecurity and eating 
disorders. Even while battling his own demons, he 
never gave up on her. 

Written with love and published for the 10th 
anniversary of her death, My Amy by Tyler James is a 
heart-breaking look at friendship and fame and 
provides an illuminating portrait of the woman 
behind the music – a unique, uncompromising force-
of-nature. This is the definitive story of what really 
happened to Amy Winehouse. 

Tyler James is a singer/songwriter who was a runner 
up on BBC 1’s The Voice. Today, he retains 126,000 
followers on Twitter despite having ended his musical 
career and runs his own construction business.

June 2021
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Brown Baby
A Memoir of Race, Parenting and Home

Nikesh Shukla

A toolkit for joyful resistance and raising children 
of colour in a world that is increasingly bleak, 
where there is a huge resurgence of racism, and 
where joy, boundlessness and optimism are much 
needed.

How do you truthfully answer your child’s questions about 
the world – and prepare them to face it – without removing 
the joy, confidence and optimism that they deserve? In 
this tender memoir Nikesh Shukla takes to the suburban 
streets of Bristol, walking to soothe his baby to sleep and 
to ruminate on how to raise his two girls in this far from 
perfect world. He investigates the challenge of preparing 
children for a world beleaguered by racism, sexism and the 
effects of climate change whilst also filling them with wonder 
at what the world has to offer.

Shukla explores his experience of bringing up children to 
have positive role models of colour, to walk the line between 
a creative life and one that makes them enough money to 
thrive, and of what it really means to be a ‘feminist dad’. 
Brown Baby is about difficult conversations, finding your way 
as a parent and raising your children to find joy in a bleak 
world.

Nikesh Shukla is an author, screenwriter and one of the 
most prominent UK voices on diversity and inclusion in the 
arts. He is the editor of bestselling essay collection The Good 
Immigrant, which won the Reader’s Choice at the Books Are 
My Bag Awards, and was shortlisted for Book of the Year at the 
British Book Awards. He is the author of a number of novels 
for both adults and young adults including Coconut Unlimited 
(shortlisted for the Costa First Novel Award and longlisted for 
the Desmond Elliott Prize), Meatspace, Run Riot, The Boxer and 
co-editor of The Good Immigrant USA.
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Where’s My Happy Ending?
Happily Ever After and How the Hell to Get There

Anna Whitehouse and Matt Farquharson

Explore what happens after you fall in love with 
this laugh-out-loud guide to relationships from 
husband and wife, Anna Whitehouse and Matt 
Farquharson.

What is ‘happily ever after’? Does it really exist? 
What do you do once you get there? 

In Where’s My Happy Ending? married journalists Anna and 
Matt seek the answers to some of the greatest questions 
about love and relationships: is there such a thing as ‘happily 
ever after’? If there is, will we get there? And when we do, 
what happens next?

In seeking these answers, Anna and Matt reflect with 
honesty and candour on the state of their own relationship, 
and seek insight from world-leading relationship experts, 
neurologists, psychologists, celibate monks, romance 
novelist and even the world’s most divorced woman.

This is a fresh and often hilarious exploration of love, 
marriage and parenthood, and the different
ways in which couples choose to navigate the often muddy 
waters of modern romance. It’s perfect for those who 
enjoyed Help Me! and He’s Just Not That Into You and will do 
for the relationship genre what The Unmumsy Mum did for 
parenting books.

Anna Whitehouse and Matt Farquharson have both 
been journalists for over ten years and are the authors of the 
Sunday Times bestseller, Parenting the Sh*t out of Life as Mother 
Pukka and Papa Pukka.

February 2020
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Asperger’s and Asparagus

Katherine and Julia Kingsford

Asperger’s and Asparagus is a beautifully rendered memoir 
of the life and experiences of Katherine Kingsford – who 
is autistic but who was let down by health services in early 
life and wasn’t diagnosed until she was thirty-two – and her 
unique relationship with her younger sister and co-author 
Julia Kingsford, as they face the world and her condition 
together.

As well as providing major insight to the world of a life lived 
with autism, this memoir explores Julia’s experience  of 
what  it’s like growing up alongside an older sister who is 
far more special than anyone realises. It is thanks to Julia’s 
determination not to see her sister live out her days on 
antidepressants that led to Katherine finally being diagnosed. 
From there she could begin her long journey, with Julia’s 
help, to understanding how she fits into the world.

Katherine Kingsford is an actor, playwright and potter 
who lives in the West Country. She was diagnosed as autistic 
when she was thirty-two though she was first referred for 
psychiatric evaluation when she was seven and has spent many 
years struggling with how she fits into the world due to her lack 
of diagnosis. Writing and telling stories have been a constant 
source of joy in her life.

Julia Kingsford is a literary agent and a campaigner for 
increasing diversity and representation in books. She co-founded 
The Good Literary Agency and The Good Journal with Nikesh 
Shukla as well as running her own agency. Prior to setting up 
her agency she was CEO of World Book Night and before that 
was head of marketing at Foyles. She divides her time between 
London and Somerset.

April 2020
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Falling

Victoria Cilliers

A chilling, eye-opening story of marriage and 
attempted murder, revealing the truth about a 
case that made headlines round the world.

On Easter Sunday 2015, experienced skydiver Victoria 
Cilliers undertook a parachute jump, a gift from her 
husband, British army sergeant Emile Cilliers. Her 
parachutes failed to open and she plummeted 4,000 feet to 
the ground, sustaining life-threatening injuries. Miraculously, 
she survived. Then the police arrived at her door. Someone 
had tampered with her parachute and they suspected Emile.

In Falling, Victoria describes how she fell for Emile, and how 
the charming man she thought she knew gradually revealed a 
darker side, chipping away at her self-worth until she found 
it impossible to sift truth from lies. Can she really believe 
that her husband – the father of their two young children – 
tried to kill her? As more shocking revelations come to light, 
and she has to face his trial and relentless media scrutiny, 
she struggles to come to terms with the past. Even a guilty 
verdict does not free her because Emile is not ready to let 
her go . . .

Powerful and honest, Falling is the story of a woman who 
was put through hell and yet found the strength to forge a 
new life for herself and her children.

Victoria Cilliers is a trained physiotherapist who served in 
the British army, reaching the rank of captain. Today she works 
as a physio for the Ministry of Defence. She has two children and 
lives in Wiltshire.

April 2020 
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The Wild Journal
A Year of Nurturing Yourself Through Nature

Willow Crossley

A beautiful companion to the year, showing how 
to find happiness in reconnecting to the natural 
world, wherever you live.

Whether you live in a house or flat, in a rural 
or urban environment, this beautiful book 
shows how to harness the natural world around 
us and feel more grounded and rooted in our 
surroundings.

The Wild Journal is a beautifully illustrated guide from leading 
florist and nature writer Willow Crossley. Guiding you 
through creative practical projects and therapeutic seasonal 
reflections, The Wild Journal  celebrates the potential of 
nature to mend, heal and transform our mood.

The simple, back-to-basics habits and small seasonal 
changes in the book can help everyone to counteract the 
unpredictability and chaos of everyday life. Wherever you 
live, there are simple mindful actions – from listening to 
birdsong instead of rushing on your commute, to collecting 
natural treasures such as feathers, branches, pebbles or 
pine cones. Willow shares her creative techniques for 
bringing nature into your daily routine – whether it’s planting 
and potting, identifying wild flowers, trying your hand at 
beautifully simple flower arrangements or making your 
own essential oils and candles. There is space to record 
reflections and your favourite seasonal activities, as well as 
ideas for star-gazing, bird-watching, and so much more.

Willow Crossley’s creative approach is informed by an 
artistic eye and a life spent immersed in nature. From 
growing up in Wales where days were spent exploring 
outdoors and flowers adorned every surface, to living in 
France surrounded by fields of sunflowers, iris and fragrant 
lavender, nature has always been an intrinsic part of her 
everyday life.

Willow Crossley is a writer and high-profile floral stylist.  
She is the author of The Art of Handmade Living (2012) Inspire, 
The Art of Living with Nature (2014) and Flourish (2016). Willow 
lives in Oxfordshire, where she can be found planting pretty 
things or foraging in the countryside.
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The Joy Journal for Magical Everyday Play
Easy Activities & Creative Craft for Kids and Parents

Laura Brand

The Joy Journal is an activity guide with creative 
ideas of things to make and do with children

Foreword by Fearne Cotton.

The Joy Journal showcases fifty engaging activities for creative, 
everyday playtime to encourage a connection to nature, 
sense of joy and bonding with your kids, while nurturing 
your own inner child too.

The activities are mindful, creative and, crucially, very easy 
things to make and do with children that you will enjoy 
as much as they will. From moon sand to flower soup and 
nature wands there are short, long, loud and quiet activities 
to take you from morning to evening – each with a focus on 
the risk factors: volume of effort vs child engagement and 
mess. Laura Brand has been testing these while writing and 
raising her two-under-two, and shares the happy accidents 
and road blocks she’s hit along the way in honest, open and 
often funny introductions to each of the exercises.

This beautiful handbook will help you to inject fun, 
mindfulness and craft into bath-times, rainy afternoons, long 
journeys and play dates and to resist (as much as possible!) 
the temptation to succumb to screen time. Chapters take 
you through the seasons, with indoor, outdoor and on-the-
go activities that are easy and fun every day.

The Joy Journal will arm you with a variety of fun, focussed 
activities made with store cupboard and easily foraged 
supplies that you can turn to time and again.

Laura Brand is an illustrator and mum of two. She shares her 
crafty experiments and creative ideas for everyday play on her 
platform The Joy Journal and has led workshops for children and 
adults at Fearne Cotton’s Happy Place Festival, Port Elliot and 
others.
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How to Be Human

Steve Biddulph

‘There’s a world to save, and we have to get 
cracking. We need to be at our best.’

In this much awaited book, multi-million copy bestselling 
author and psychologist Steve Biddulph wraps up a lifetime 
of work by tackling the question: how do you do ‘human’? 
How to Be Human delves into how our consciousness, based 
in a multi-layered brain, a super-adapted body-mind nervous 
system, and ultra-aware senses that we mostly ignore, all 
work to help us be the super beings we were supposed to 
be. Motivated by the climate catastrophe Steve Biddulph 
teaches us how to be at our best so we can save the planet - 
and ourselves.

Steve Biddulph is one of the world’s best  known parent 
educators. A psychologist for 30 years, he is now retired but 
continues to write and teach.  His books, including The Secret 
of Happy Children, Raising Boys, The New Manhood and 10 Things 
Girls Need Most are in four million homes and 31 languages.  They 
have influenced the way we look at childhood and especially the 
development of boys and men. 

September 2020
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Depressipes
Good Food for Bad Days

Jack Monroe

A life-saving collection of easy, nutritious and 
delicious recipes to cheer you up and keep you 
going when you’re sad.

Winner of the OFM Best Food Personality 
Readers’ Award, 2018 and author of the Sunday 
Times bestseller, Tin Can Cook.

Food writer and anti-poverty campaigner Jack Monroe 
presents a collection of seventy-five comforting, tasty and 
cheap recipes to make when you’re in low spirits.

Eating properly is one of the biggest hurdles when you feel 
terrible, so these recipes give you everything you need in a 
dish; they are inexpensive, simple and filling so that eating a 
nutritious meal doesn’t seem like an insurmountable task. 

Depressipes is partly a collection of irreverent and 
uncomplicated comfort foods, and partly a self-care journal 
and culinary comforter. Food is more than just our dinner; 
it is an act of love and service, and this book is a gentle 
reminder that we are all worth looking after, and taking 
the time to nourish. From one-tray meals to pimping up a 
Pot Noodle, dishes to stand and stir and endless piles of 
mashed potatoes, these are simple, delicious recipes worth 
getting out of bed for (if only to take them back into it again 
afterwards).

Jack Monroe is a campaigner against hunger and poverty in 
the UK and an award-winning cookery writer. She is author of 
the bestselling cookbooks: Tin Can Cook, Cooking on a Bootstrap, 
A Girl Called Jack and A Year in 120 Recipes. Jack was awarded the 
Fortnum and Mason Judges’ Choice Award in 2013 and the OFM 
Best Food Personality Readers’ Award in 2018.
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Vegan (ish)
100 Simple, Budget Recipes that don’t Cost the Earth 

Jack Monroe

A vegan cookbook for every budget from 
award-winning cookery writer and anti-poverty 
campaigner Jack Monroe.

A collection of one hundred tasty and creative 
recipes that makes vegan food affordable for all.

Award-winning cookery writer Jack Monroe is determined 
to prove that everyone can enjoy delicious vegan dishes 
without the need for pricey ingredients or fancy equipment. 

Vegan (ish) brings together one hundred affordable, crowd-
pleasing vegan recipes. From brunches and five-minute 
meals, to table-loading feasts and indulgent desserts, this 
food appeals whether you are a full-time vegan or would like 
new and exciting ways to eat more greens. 

A vegan diet may seem as if it’s only an option for the 
privileged few – but Jack is here to change all that, thanks to 
her preference for accessible, cheap ingredients. Packed with 
witty repartee, feel-good dishes and beautiful photography, 
this book shares all the joys of simple, fuss-free vegan 
cooking in Jack’s inimitable style.

Jack Monroe is a campaigner against hunger and poverty in 
the UK and an award-winning cookery writer. She is author 
of the bestselling cookbooks: Tin Can Cook (a Sunday Times 
bestseller), Cooking on a Bootstrap, A Girl Called Jack and A Year in 
120 Recipes. Jack was awarded the Fortnum and Mason Judges’ 
Choice Award in 2013 and the OFM Best Food Personality 
Readers’ Award in 2018.

‘Jack Monroe is both cookery writer 
and tenacious campaigner . . . she 
understands first hand what it’s like 
to be skint and have the desire to put 
something delicious on the table.’ 
Nigel Slater
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Spirited
How to create easy, fun drinks at home

Signe Johansen

A fresh and inclusive perspective on the world of 
drinks from bestselling author, Signe Johansen, 
including more than fifty cocktails and non-
alcoholic drinks.<b></b>

Featuring 50 cocktails, cordials and more, 
this is a flavour-focused drinks book with a 
feminist angle that opens up the ‘boys club’ 
world of serious cocktails, from bestselling food 
author and long-time whisky enthusiast, Signe 
Johansen. 

Spirited brings together fifty well-crafted cocktail recipes, all 
fuelled by a cook’s palate and a love of creative ingredients. 
The recipes play with a wide range of flavours such as fresh, 
floral, herbal and spicy notes and encourage you to think like 
a cook not a bartender. With chapters on drambling (the joy 
of winter walks and whisky), creative and delicious drinks 
to serve at gatherings, warming nightcaps and non-alcoholic 
‘soothies’ to calm an ailing spirit, there is a tipple here for 
every occasion. There is also a collection of recipes called 
Cupboard Cocktails – made from staple ingredients you may 
already have in your kitchen – and more ambitious weekend 
projects for gifts or special occasions.

Spirited is a refreshing departure from earnest mixologists 
writing about the ‘art of the cocktail’ – books often written 
by men, for men. Instead, Signe opens the field for everyone 
and celebrates the convivial and social experience of healthy 
hedonism and raising a glass together. This is a warm and 
inclusive companion to the subject, packed with trade 
secrets, delicious recipes and fascinating insight into the 
world of drinks.

Signe Johansen is a Norwegian cook and author of Solo: The Joy 

of Cooking for One, How to Hygge, Scandilicious and Scandilicious 
Baking. A longtime whisky enthusiast, she is the co-founder of 
‘Spirited Women’, a project to get more women into whisky 
and other spirits. After graduating with a bachelor’s degree 

October 2019
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The Vegetarian Kitchen
The Definitive Vegetarian Cookbook 

Prue Leith and Peta Leith

The only vegetarian cookbook you’ll ever need 
from the founder of Leiths School of Food and 
Wine, chef and Bake Off judge Prue Leith, and 
pastry chef and lifelong vegetarian, Peta Leith.

One hundred delicious, heartwarming 
vegetarian and vegan recipes from Prue Leith – 
the founder of Leiths School of Food and Wine, 
chef and Bake Off judge – and her niece Peta 
Leith, former pastry chef at The Ivy and lifelong 
vegetarian.

This gorgeous cookbook features simple, meat-free family 
dishes that bring delight to the extended Leith family 
table, time and time again. Recipes include Slow-Roasted 
Tomato and Goat’s Cheese Galette, Black Bean Chilli with 
Lime Salsa, Blackberry and Lemon Pavlova and Stone Fruit 
Streusel Cake. Forty-two of these recipes can be made vegan.

We all need easy comfort foods – whether on busy 
weeknights or drawn-out Sunday lunches. This book 
contains nourishing, refreshing, joyful main meals, many 
of which are vegan, and all of which bring Prue’s wealth of 
cookery knowledge to your kitchen. There are also simple 
baking recipes for bread, pies, biscuits and cakes, with tips 
from Peta on getting an extra-special patisserie finish.

Prue Leith has been at the top of the British food scene for 
nearly sixty years. She has seen huge success not only as founder 
of the renowned Leiths School of Food and Wine, but also as a 
Michelin-starred chef, caterer, restaurateur, teacher, TV cook, 
food journalist, novelist, and cookery book author. She’s also 
been a leading figure in campaigns to improve food in schools, 
hospitals and in the home. Well known as a judge on The Great 
British Menu, now she is a judge on the nation’s favourite TV 
programme, The Great British Bake Off. Prue was born in South 
Africa and lives in the UK.

Peta Leith has worked in the food industry for ten years, 
first training at The French Culinary Institute before becoming 
a baker at Violet Cakes in London. She worked as Pastry Sous 
Chef at The Ivy restaurant in London for nearly eight years. This 
is her first cookbook.
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Diary of a Lone Twin
A Memoir

David Loftus

A poignant and powerful memoir of one 
man’s life after the death of his identical 
twin and a rare glimpse into the unique 
relationship that twins share.

A heart-rending memoir of love, loss and the 
unique relationship twins share.

More than thirty years ago, David Loftus’s cherished 
identical twin, John, passed away. Ever since, a day hasn’t 
passed without David feeling the loss. In 1987, after 
recovering from a brain tumour, John contracted meningitis 
and found himself back in hospital for treatment. David, as 
always, was by his side. They were opening their twenty-
fourth birthday presents when a fatally miscalculated routine 
injection forced John into a coma. He died within two 
weeks. 

Over the past year, David has spent an hour every day 
remembering John and recording his story by hand. Diary of 
a Lone Twin is the product of that daily ritual – a powerful 
and deeply personal account that covers everything from 
enchanting and charmingly evoked childhood vignettes to the 
acute loneliness and raw pain that followed John’s death.

In sharing this beautifully written diary, award-winning 
and internationally acclaimed photographer David 
Loftus provides a rare insight for anyone who wishes to 
understand the bond between identical twins, and the 
unique bereavement of a lone twin that few people will ever 
experience.

David Loftus is an award-winning and internationally acclaimed 
photographer. His food photography for the likes of Jamie 
Oliver, Prue Leith, Rachel Khoo, to name a few, have brought 
recipes to life for millions of people. In 2012, David published 
Around the World in 80 Dishes which was his first book under his 
own name. David grew up as the joint eldest of four siblings in 
Carshalton Beeches in South London. He lives with his wife in 
London, when not travelling and photographing the world.

‘Poignant and powerful’ Caroline Sanderson, The 
Bookseller

‘This is as beautiful an account of loss 
as you will ever read, haunting and 
at times unbearably heart wrenching. 
A tribute to a lost brother and an 
excavation of the human heart in all 
its shades of light and dark. A gem.’ 
Rebecca Frayn
‘A gentle book by a gentle man about 
the loss of a twin brother. An intimate, 
searingly honest, deeply upsetting but 
also uplifting story of loss and love.’ 
Prue Leith

September 2019
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How to Survive
Lessons for Everyday Life from the Extreme World

John Hudson

In How to Survive John Hudson, Chief Survival 
Instructor to the UK military, shows how 
strategies for life or death situations can help us 
excel in our everyday lives.

What is the connection between crawling through a jungle 
and your to-do list? What can ejecting out of a stealth 
bomber teach you about the importance of thinking the 
worst? What can surviving in extreme situations teach us 
about surviving everyday life?

John Hudson knows what it takes to survive. Combining 
first-hand experience with 20 years of studying the choices 
people have made under the most extreme pressure, How 
to Survive is a lifetime’s worth of wisdom about how to 
apply the principles of survival to everyday life.

Through gripping first-hand accounts of near disaster and 
survival stories from across the extreme world you will 
learn that by following these principles you can develop the 
mindset that will allow you to make better decisions under 
pressure, which are as equally applicable to first dates and 
presentations as to climbing Everest and getting lost at sea

John Hudson FRGS is a survival instructor, broadcaster, 
writer, public speaker and training consultant based in Cornwall, 
whose specialist work takes him to some of the most remote 
and extreme environments around the globe. A former RAF 
helicopter pilot, John is the British Military’s Chief SERE 
(Survival, Evasion, Resistance & Extraction) Instructor, and an 
elected Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. He’s also been 
a resident survival expert on two series of Discovery’s prime-
time TV show Survive That – a.k.a Dude You’re Screwed in the USA 
– successfully putting his own resilience to the test on camera in 
front of millions. From the darkest depths of a jungle cenote, to 
the top of a stormy Alaskan glacier, John’s sense of humour and 
everyday stoicism have won him many fans worldwide.

‘John is the top survival brain in the British Forces today. 
He trains the trainers. His expertise extends far beyond this 
area into the deeper ethos behind survival . . . He is what a 
lot of so-called "survival experts" want to be’ Alf Evans, UK 
Military Aviation Survival Equipment Trials Officer

June 2019

Rights sold
Romania: Editura Niculescu
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Psychedelic Apes
From parallel universes to atomic dinosaurs – the weirdest 
theories of science and history
Alex Boese

A collection of the weirdest and wackiest theories 
from science and history by bestselling author of 
Elephants on Acid, Alex Boese.

From the Sunday Times bestselling author of 
Elephant’s on Acid comes a collection of the 
wackiest theories from science and history.

What if we’re living inside a black hole? What if we’ve 
already found extraterrestrial life? What if the dinosaurs 
died in a nuclear war? What if Jesus Christ was actually a 
mushroom?

In Psychedelic Apes, bestselling author Alex Boese will delve 
into the curious scientific subculture of weird theories. 
Thoroughly bizarre and contrary to the established norm, 
these ideas are often vehemently rejected by the intellectual 
community.

From the creation of the universe to the evolution of 
humans, the birth of civilization right through to our more 
recent past, Psychedelic Apes explores some of the craziest 
ideas from science and history and shows that, sometimes, 
even the weirdest theories may be proved true . . .

Alex Boese holds a master’s degree in the history of 
science from the University of California, San Diego. He is the 
bestselling author of Elephants on Acid, Electrif ied Sheep and 
Hippo Eats Dwarf as well as being the creator and curator of the 
online Museum of Hoaxes. He is also a daily contributor to the 
WeirdUniverse website. He lives near San Diego.

‘Eye-popping’ Daily Mail on Electrified Sheep

‘Very well researched and engaging . . . this will likely be 
enjoyed equally by science buffs and casual aficionados of 
the curious. One of the finest science/history bathroom 
books of all time.’ Kirkus Reviews on Elephants on Acid

July 2019

Rights sold
Simplified Chinese: Jiangsu Kuwei
Czech: Albatros Media
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