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Sharing and talking about books with babies and toddlers is  
an important step in their journey to becoming life-long readers. 
There is no better place to start on this journey than with 
Campbell Books, a specialist maker of books for pre-schoolers.
 
From books with wheels to books that roar and splat, this booklet 

written by Wendy Cooling, is a guide to help you choose, share  

and explore the best books with your child. It also offers useful tips,  

advice and help on how to read with your child and what to read next.

 
About Wendy Cooling
Wendy Cooling is an eminent figure in the world of children’s books.  

She works with schools, publishers, libraries and the government on  

the promotion of literacy and love of books. Wendy was a teacher  

of English for many years before leaving to head up the then  

Children’s Book Foundation where she initiated the BookStart  

project, a national programme which gives free books to every  

child in the UK.

 

 

For more information on Campbell books visit:  

www.campbell-books.co.uk

Look out for the new age flagging on all our books,  
helping you to choose the right book for your child.

Best for ages  
0-6 months

Best for ages  
6-18 months

Best for ages  
18-36 months

Best for ages 
3-5 years

Best for 
BABY

Best for 
NEW BABY

Best for 
PRE-SCHOOL

Best for 
TODDLER



“Learning to read is probably the single most important factor in school 
success, and nothing contributes as much to success in early literacy as 
early exposure to books.” Naomi Eisenstadt, Head of Sure Start

Why should you read with your child?

It is clear that sharing books and making reading a pleasure is central in 

children’s lives right from the start.

It is never too soon to start reading to your baby and it is such a pleasure. 

Giving the gift of reading is giving a gift for life. Baby won’t know what a 

book is and will not understand all the words but will:

  Pe
ekaboo!

Respond to the voice of someone who loves them

Love the closeness of being on your knee and sharing some time

Very soon begin to understand how books work

Quickly see the need to look and to listen

Begin to understand rhyme and rhythm

Know that reading time is fun

Soon want to join in

Campbell New Baby 0-6 months

These very first books will introduce your baby to a world of fun. They are 
books for the toy box, books to take out or to share at bed or bath time.  
They offer lots of pleasure with their bright colours and interesting textures 
and will help your child begin to learn how books work.  

Faces is a soft cloth book with high  
contrast colours; ideal for babies as  
they’re easy for the youngest eyes to  
focus on. The pages make a wonderful 
crunchy, crinkling sound as you touch  
them; baby will be keen to explore the  
book and discover noises and textures. 

Patterns is a ‘buggy’ book, one of the best 
inventions of recent years. It’s just the right 
size for tiny hands with cloth pages, soft and 
crinkly to feel. A safe strap makes it perfect to 
attach to the buggy; take it everywhere so 
that books really become part of baby’s life. 

Squirty Bath Books: Elephant  
Babies love animals long before they know 
anything about them. This elephant is for 
bath-time, a hand-puppet and a book for 
the bath – and it squirts water too! 

• Squirty Duck also available •

• Farm also available •
By John Fordham

Illustrated by  
Jo Moon

Illustrated by  
Laila Hills

Best for 
NEW BABY



Campbell Baby 6-18 months

By 6 months your baby’s co-ordination is developing and he is really starting 
to explore the world. These books focus on touching and feeling and looking 
at things firmly connected with daily life. Soon your baby will be ready to 
really join in with the reading experience, turning the pages, lifting the flaps, 
guessing and more.  

 
Little Talkers introduce babies to 
familiar first words and phrases. The 
phrases are the sort of thing we say to 
young children, or they say to us, all the 
time – ‘Wait a minute!’, ‘Good girl!’, 
‘Hurry up!', ’Whoops.’ The attractive 
tabs on each page help the child to 
turn the pages and really understand 
how a book works.
 

Playtime Stories and Bedtime Stories   
There’s so much to do and see, finger 
trails to follow the story across the page 
and there are lots of flaps to lift. Each 
book contains five short stories with 
gently rhyming texts. In smaller print are 
comments, snippets of nursery rhymes, 
questions and more. Remember you don’t 
need to do everything with a book, start 
with just the stories and soon your child  
will be asking you questions about it.
 

Red, Blue, Peekaboo and 
Peekaboo! Who Are You?  
Peekaboo is a great game, played  
and loved by children all over the  
world – and they never seem to tire  
of it. Spend a bit of time playing before 
you read the books, letting your child  
lift the felt flaps, say the words and 
discuss what you see in the pictures.  
Both books end with children sleeping  
so should help set the mood!  

Peekaboo Farm! and  Peekaboo Park! 
Offer tough board, great colours, simple 
question and answer stories about animals 
and the noises they make, and a mirror on 
the final page to help baby answer the 
final question. These are books you’ll need 
to read again and again as your baby will 
be fully involved as she learns to lift the big 
flaps and giggle again and again at the 
wonderful surprise at the end.

RE
A

DIN
G WITH YOUR BA

BYTOP 
TIPS!

You can share a book anywhere and at any time of the day
Be comfortable, curl up on a sofa, in a chair, on a large 
cushion, or maybe in the garden
Sometimes five minutes is enough, never push it if your 
baby is not in the mood
Point to the pictures to show how they connect with the words
Let your child help to turn the page as soon as they try
Go back and forth between the pages if this  
is what baby wants

Reading to your baby is nothing to worry about. Follow my top tips:

Illustrated by  
Goolygooly

Illustrated by  
Luana Rinaldo

Illustrated by  
Emily Bolam

Illustrated by  
Georgie Birkett

Best for 
BABY



RE
A
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G WITH TODDLERS

Busy Fire Station and Busy 
Swimming are just two titles from an 
excellent series of books that introduce 
children to the wider world. Swimming 
is a good one to start with as babies are 
welcome in pools early in their lives. Fire 
Station is exciting as children grow up to 
the sound of the speeding engine. There are 
slides to push and pull in these sturdy board 
books and lots to look at and talk about – they 
really are busy books. 

Campbell Toddler 18 months - 3 years

TOP 
TIPS!

Choose books that both you and your child enjoy – 
involve her in choosing at the bookshop or library.

Remember, the joy of reading comes first and 
your child will grow up to be a book lover.

Babies become toddlers so soon and are able to take in lots more vocabulary 
and to be fully involved in sharing a book. They will be happy to look at 
books on their own but will continue to love shared reading time. There will 
be more talk, especially questions as your child’s language skills develop and 
reading time will not necessarily be quiet time. They’re ready for rhymes 
and stories and will be joining in wherever they can. The focus is now on the 
words as well as the pictures.

First Stories: Alice in Wonderland 
celebrates 150 years of Alice. It is a 
simple introduction to the story of Alice 
in Wonderland as she follows the white 
rabbit down the rabbit hole, shrinks very 
small and grows much too tall then finds 
herself in the Queen of Hearts’ palace. 
A great interactive book that really 
engages toddlers.

Flip and Find Builders and  
Flip and Find Farmers are 

two books packed with action and 
information with good rhyming texts 
and giant flaps to lift. Under the flaps on 
every page is a ‘Can you find’ game 
which works well to slow down the pace 
of each book and really gives the child 
a reason to look carefully at the pictures. 
There’s more in the books than you will 
notice on just one reading. 

•  Doctors and Pilots also available • 

 
Axel Scheffler’s Noisy Jungle   
It’s too soon to worry about mathematical 
concepts, but the counting in this book is 
simply fun. Toddlers will love pressing the 
pictures and hearing and copying the animal 
noises. The rhyming text is great to read aloud 
and you can do as much or as little counting 
as your child wants. Let your child lead and 
you will be surprised at how much accidental 
learning takes place. 

•  Noisy Farm is also available •

• There are lots of titles in the Busy Book range, collect them all!  •

Illustrated by  
Rebecca Finn

Illustrated by  
Samantha Meredith

Illustrated by  
Axel Scheffler

Illustrated by  
Colonel Moutarde

Best for 
TODDLER
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Out and About 18 months - 3 years

TOP 
TIPS!

Never go out without a book

Children are learning to read the world every 
day and often a book can help, there’s a book  
for every occasion.

One of the best things about books is that you can take them anywhere and 
read them anywhere; nothing is better packaged than a story. Most books for 
very young children are robust and can be wiped clean after messy fingers 
have turned their pages. When you’re on the move take one of these with you: 

Hello School Hello School is a brilliant book 
to share before your child starts playgroup or 
nursery. This interactive book has dials and 
slides and lots to look at and talk about, and 
demonstrates wonderfully how great it is to play 
and learn with other children. It will increase 
your child’s confidence by making the world of 
school seem straightforward and manageable.

•  Hello London and Hello Christmas also available •

 
 
My First Train and My First Fire Engine 
These Whizzy Wheels books are lots of fun  
as their wheels really do whizz! The books 
are packed with information, always lightly 
presented. My First Train is perfect to take  
on a journey as it’s fun to play with and  
encourages your child to look out of the  
window. There are lots of noisy words to  
join in with too: clackety-clack, toot toot,  
whoosh and splash, as well as animal sounds.

• Digger, Tractor, London Bus and Taxi also available •
 

Take a Busy Book with you on a day out or 
on holiday. Look out for Busy Airport, 
Busy Beach and Busy Bookshop. Busy 
Books all have the push and pull slides and 
lots of exciting things going on and there 
are words to join in with as well as ideas for 
games and activities.  Busy Bookshop is very 
positive about books and reading, a  
good one to look at before taking your 
child to a bookshop or to story time at  
the local library.

Don’t forget a buggy buddies book as 
you take your child out and about. Two 
that work well with toddlers are Football 
and Noisy Home. There is also London Bus, 
you may not be in London but you can 
play I spy… on any journey.

Illustrated by  
Angie Rozelaar

Illustrated by  
Marion Billet

Illustrated by  
Rebecca Finn

Illustrated by  
Marion Billet

Best for 
TODDLER
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Bump! Little Owl is a good one for bedtime. 
Little Owl is learning to fly – and it’s not easy! Your 
child will know the feeling of not being entirely 
confident when learning a new skill. Big Owl is 
understanding and the story ends with a hug, 
without words conveying the message “Don’t 
worry, you’ll find it easier tomorrow.” 

Books to Play With 18 months - 3 years

TOP 
TIPS!

Reading time is NOT quiet time. Encourage  
your child to join in and ask questions

Encourage your child to look at these books 
independently as well as with you

So many of the books already mentioned are quite close to being toys and 
it’s good for children to see them that way. They may at the same time be 
given lovely picture books which will live on their first book shelf and they will 
learn to look after these in a different way. The books below combine playing 
and reading, and learning too!

Splat! Little Cow shows a cow chewing – 
only when a tab is pulled of course, twitching 
an ear and doing a naughty, unmentionable 
‘splat’ – watched of course by a group of little 
laughing cows. This is just fun and the suggested 
naughtiness really appeals to young readers.

Stomp! Little Dinosaur I love this book!  
The bright orange dinosaur is so dramatic as 
tabs reveal his beady eyes, rumbling tummy, 
swishing tail, stomping foot and, on the final 
page, the loudest roar your child can make.

Charlie Chick I love the humour in 
this book. Children get very excited when 
the pop-ups open up and will need to be 
encouraged to handle carefully. Charlie 
Chick is a real character, he’s growing bigger 
and the story tells us why – he just eats too 
much. Soon he barely fits into the book but 
there’s a big surprise at the end as the page 
folds out and we meet his mum! You’ll be 
reading this one over and over again, I’m 
sure, enjoying it every single time!

From the buggy buddies list choose Pets,  
a gentle touch and feel book for your child  
to look at and play with as he heads out.

Look at these three spectacular pop-up books by Jo Lodge, all with 
brilliant colours, uncluttered pages, tabs to pull and lots to laugh at.

By Nick Denchfield and Ant Parker

COMING
SOON

Best for 
TODDLER
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My First London Sticker Book  
This exciting introduction to London is  good  
to share and talk about either before or after  
a day out, there’s so much to discuss. Don’t  
worry about the stickers being put in strange 
places, they’re important to engage the child  
in the reading experience.
 

Axel Scheffler Treasury of Rhyming Stories   
The beautiful pictures perfectly complement the texts 
and children will love to see and hear about the three 
lively characters – Katie the kitten, Pip the dog and 
Freddy the frog - and to add growling and barking 
where necessary. The stories contain a wealth of new 
words to learn. Children will of course be happy to 
listen to the stories independently and with friends or 
brothers and sisters. 
 
 
 

Campbell Activity 3 - 5 years Campbell Audio 2 - 5 years

TOP 
TIPS!

L
IS

TE
NIN

G TO AUDIO BO
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STOP 

TIPS!

Activity books are perfect for encouraging creativity and concentration.
 

It’s good to share stories by listening to them on CD with children. This shows 
that you enjoy the ‘being read to’ experience as much as they do – reminding 
them that reading and listening to stories is fun for everyone.

 
First Sticker Story Fun: Pirates, 
Dinosaurs, Fairies and Baby Animals  
These four activity books will give your 3, 4 
and 5 year-olds hours of fun. There’s a fun 
story that involves questions, colouring and 
finding places for lots of stickers. The four 
books look great and children will love the 
goggle-eyed characters on the cover as 
well as the fun that follows.

Lucy Cousins Treasury of Nursery Rhymes   
is performed with charm on a CD by Katy Ashworth. 
Traditional nursery rhymes are an important part of 
our lives, they’re recited and sung all over the world  
and give us a common cultural reference. It's good 
for your child to know that your parents taught them 
to you when you were tiny; feeling that they are 
following you is a big part of growing-up. 

Read the story first to get your child  
into the magic world of the book

Stickers will be put in strange places,  
don't worry it's creativity!
It doesn't matter what colours your  
child chooses for dinosaurs, fairies, etc.

These books help to develop concentration,  
let your child work freely

Listen with your child to show you enjoy  
being read to as much as they do 
Encourage your child to follow in the book  
as they listen

Talk about the pictures, they add to the  
reading and listening experience

Illustrated by  
Marion Billet

Illustrated by  
Deborah Van De Leijgraff and Miriam Bos

Illustrated by Lucy Cousins

Illustrated by Axel Scheffler

Best for 
PRE-SCHOOL



Encouraging and supporting your child’s reading journey will help to make it an 
exciting adventure for the whole family. As he grows up and develops a longer 
attention span, look out for amazing picture books, short stories, poetry books 
and novels for him to grow up with. Don’t forget the fascinating non-fiction books 
now available too; lots of children, especially boys, get hooked on reading 
through non-fiction.  
 
 

Useful organisations:

Start early; talk, sing and read to your bump 

Share books as often as you can, everyday  
if possible 

Encourage your child to choose their books
 
Be happy to read a favourite again,  
and again, and again 

Keep on reading to your child, even when they 
can read – children will enjoy books that are too 
complex for them to read independently 

Encourage your child to read to you and  
praise them often 

Read the books that come home from school and 
keep in touch with your child’s education 

Join your local library – the whole family can 
take part in this and it’s free

Reading time is bonding time, warm and fun, and a great 
opportunity for a cuddle

Hearing new words develops a richer vocabulary

Gives time for talk and questions

Reading helps children to connect with other people’s worlds

Great books can give children more “friends” as children quickly 
develop fondness for their favourite characters

Reading to your child helps to build listening and concentration

Good reading skills give your child access to the whole 
curriculum, and to the WORLD!

Booktrust is a charity aiming to promote reading, it runs Bookstart, a project that 

gives free books to babies and toddlers to encourage shared reading in the family. 
www.booktrust.org.uk 

National Literacy Trust promotes literacy in the wider community and is always 

introducing innovative ideas to support literacy. www.literacytrust.org.uk

The Reading Agency works with libraries to encourage reading for pleasure. 

Look out for the brilliant Summer Reading Challenge, which your child can take 

part in from the age of 4. www.readingagency.org.uk

Don’t forget your public library, a place for children to browse and develop their 

own taste in reading. Many libraries run sessions for the very youngest children – 

from story times to ”bounce and rhyme” sessions – visit yours today.

Browse the internet to review the growing number of websites that offer advice on 

children’s reading as well as suggesting good reads for all ages.

Let your child see you enjoying reading books, magazines, newspapers … 
reading pleasure is for the whole family.

Help and Support

Remember...

TOP 
TIPS!SU
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www.campbell-books.com

Terms and conditions:
This voucher entitles you 50% off full RRP on BUSY ALICE IN WONDERLAND 9781447277699 or BUSY FIRE STATION PUSH PULL AND 

SLIDE 9781447277033. 50% off refers to 50% off the full RRP printed on the book. Subject to availability. Voucher is valid from 

the 1st September 2015 – 31st March 2016 at WHSmith High Street stores only. Excludes outlet stores, online, Books by WHSmith, 

at Selfridges, Harrods, Arnotts and Fenwick`s and all other travel stores including those at airports, railway stations, motorway 

service stations, hospitals, workplaces and garden centres. Vouchers must be surrendered upon use. Photocopies will not be 

accepted. No cash alternative. WHSmith reserves the right to reject any voucher it deems, in its sole discretion, to have been 

forged, defaced or otherwise tampered with.

Half Price Offer

Take this voucher into  
your local WHSmith


