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 vii ‘The cheap 12 inch sq. marble tiles behind speaker  

at UN always bothered me. I will replace with 

beautiful large marble slabs if they ask me.’:  

@RealDonaldTrump, Twitter, 3 October 2012.

 4 ‘Wants go so deep there is no way of getting them out 

of the body’: Kathy Acker, Great Expectations (Grove 

Weidenfeld, 1982), p. 127.

 6 ‘more delicate than my cunt’: Kathy Acker, postcard  

to Jonathan Miles, 20 December 1982, in Chris Kraus, 

After Kathy Acker (Allen Lane, 2017), p. 204.

 9 ‘always a john and never a hooker’: Zoe Leonard,  

‘I want a president’, 1992.

 32 ‘I’m a totally hideous monster. I’m too ugly to go out 

into the world’: Kathy Acker, The Adult Life of Toulouse 

Lautrec [1975], in Portrait of an Eye: Three Novels 

(Pantheon, 1992), p. 194.

 32 ‘I thought you didn’t notice me because I’m so 

invisible’: Kathy Acker, Translations of the Diaries of 

Laure the Schoolgirl [1983], in Eurydice in the Underworld 

(Arcadia, 1997), p. 107.

 32 ‘I’m born poor St Helen’s Isle of Wight. 1790. As a 

child I have hardly any food to eat’: Kathy Acker, The 
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Childlike Life of the Black Tarantula [1973], in Portrait of 

an Eye, p. 10.

 36 ‘I never saw such terrified people in my life as a group 

of young men who had run away from Mosul waiting 

to be vetted by Iraqi security to see if they were 

former IS fighters. Two men of military age went  

into a tent for questioning. They were carried to the 

camp hospital on stretchers two hours later covered  

in blood.’: Patrick Cockburn, ‘End Times in Mosul’, 

London Review of Books, Vol. 39, No. 17, 17 August 

2017, pp. 25–6.

 40 ‘I’m born crazy in the Barbican’: Kathy Acker, The 

Childlike Life of the Black Tarantula, in Portrait of an Eye, 

p. 23.

 40 ‘I’m crazy as a bedbug’: Kathy Acker, letter to Jackson 

Mac Low, 7 July 1973, quoted in Chris Kraus, After 

Kathy Acker, p. 82.

 40 ‘I could lead more of my double sexual life in SF etc’: 

Kathy Acker, letter to Jackson Mac Low, July 1973, 

quoted in Chris Kraus, After Kathy Acker, p. 85.

 40 ‘a tree which is the world which is my back’: Kathy 

Acker, Blood and Guts in High School (Pan Books, 

1984), p. 47.

 41 ‘It was almost an intuitive thing. I was still in the 

bathroom – in the crime scene. I don’t even think  

I’d stood up. I just typed and typed.’: Amber Amour, 

‘Why I Instagrammed My Rape’, Marie Claire, 6 June 

2016.
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 42–3 ‘My first order as President was to renovate and 

modernize our nuclear arsenal. It is now far stronger 

and more powerful than ever before . . . . . . 

Hopefully we will never have to use this power, but 

there will never be a time that we are not the most 

powerful nation in the world!’: @realDonaldTrump, 

Twitter, 9 August 2017.

 45 ‘The city panics. Bombers terrorists’re going to take 

over!’: Kathy Acker, The Adult Life of Toulouse Lautrec, 

in Portrait of an Eye, p. 205.

 45 ‘Maybe you’re dying and you don’t care anymore. You 

don’t have anything more to say. In the nothingness, 

the gray, islands almost disappear into the water.’: 

Kathy Acker, Florida, in Literal Madness (Grove Press, 

1987), p. 397.

 50 ‘the flesh on the back of his hands was loose like 

pieces of wet newspaper’

  ‘most of the dead bodies lay on their stomachs and 

were naked scorched black’ 

  ‘round black balls lay in the sand’

  ‘a child tried to get milk out of her dead mother’s 

breasts’:  

Kathy Acker, My Death My Life By Paolo Pasolini 

[1984], in Literal Madness, p. 315.

 50 ‘the only thing I want is all-out war’: Kathy Acker, 

ibid., p. 233.

 53 ‘disgusting putrid horror-face’: Kathy Acker, Kathy 

Goes to Haiti [1978], in Literal Madness, p. 86.
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 54 ‘Let’s communicate w/out hate in our hearts’:  

@FLOTUS, Twitter, 12 August 2017.

 54–5 ‘The Holocaust was said to have happened in the 40s, 

when information was exactly six million times harder 

to come by than today. Also, all of the “evidence” was 

sealed behind the iron curtain, so no one could even 

investigate the sites where it was supposed to have 

happened until the 90s’: Andrew Anglin, Daily 

Stormer, 12 August 2017.

 55 ‘evidence that any more than a few people died  

of starvation and disease in these work camps’:  

Andrew Anglin, Daily Stormer, 12 August 2017.

 62 ‘Here’s something you need to know: Caches of 

weapons were found throughout Rwanda after the 

genocide. This wasn’t about the CSA statue, but a test 

run for a militia takeover of a small city. I am sorry to 

bring you this tonight. There’s a bigger plan at work 

here. Please don’t doubt that. Take nothing for 

granted’: @kristinrawls, Twitter, 16 August 2017.

 69 ‘Perhaps we need a monument that lists the names of 

every enslaved person we can identify, in the tradition 

of the Vietnam War memorial’: @sarahschulman3, 

Twitter, 19 August 2017.

 73–4 ‘Three quarters of these bums’re black or Puerto 

Rican. The concrete stinks of piss much more than 

the surrounding streets smell.’: Kathy Acker, Bodies  

of Work (Serpent’s Tail, 1997), p. 107.
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 74 ‘how did America begin. To defeat America she had 

to learn who America is’ 

  ‘a minor factor in nature, no longer existed’

  ‘what are the myths of the beginning of America’

  ‘the desire for religious intolerance made America or 

Freedom’:  

Kathy Acker, Don Quixote (Paladin, 1986), p. 117.

 77 ‘I stood next to the dummies that are supposed to 

represent black people in their deepest ignominy  

and noticed that there were no dummies that were 

supposed to represent the masters or the mistresses  

of the plantation’: Rachel Kaadzi Ghansah, ‘A Most 

American Terrorist: The Making of Dylann Roof ’, 

GQ, 21 August 2017.

 78–9 ‘the very 8½" x 11" multi-use acid-free paper on 

which the workplace discourse is pitilessly inscribed’: 

Lucy Ives, ‘Sodom, LLC: The Marquis de Sade and 

the Office Novel’, Lapham’s Quarterly, Vol. IX, No. 4, 

Fall 2016.

 88 ‘HISTORIC rainfall in Houston, and all over Texas. 

Floods are unprecedented, and more rain coming. 

Spirit of the people is incredible. Thanks! I will also  

be going to a wonderful state, Missouri, that I won  

by a lot in ’16. Dem C.M. is opposed to big tax cuts. 

Republican will win S!’: @realDonaldTrump, Twitter, 

27 August 2017.

 99 ‘Knowing is tenuous as a swamp’

  ‘I’m in the middle of dirt’
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  ‘The bodies are thrown in the water’

  ‘I’m with a girlfriend in a real building’

  ‘I want to do more than just see’

  ‘The more flights, the more forgotten’:  

Kathy Acker, Eurydice in the Underworld, p. 15.

 100 ‘A murky yellow liquid that mimics the effect of 

heroin. But addicts pay dearly for krokodil’s cheap 

high. Wherever on the body a user injects the drug, 

blood vessels burst and surrounding tissue dies, 

sometimes falling off the bone in chunks’: Simon 

Shuster, ‘The World’s Deadliest Drug: Inside a 

Krokodil Cookhouse’, Time, 5 December 2013.

 109 ‘they found I could read and they dragged me out to 

the barn and gouged my eyes before they beat me’: 

Jesmyn Ward, Sing, Unburied, Sing (Bloomsbury, 2017), 

p. 282.

 110 ‘Its walls were painted with manure, I was the only 

human here’: Dodie Bellamy, Pink Steam (Suspect 

Thoughts Press, 2004), p. 137.

 125 ‘I never know how to say goodbye. We never do,  

do we? Just say “Goodbye.”’: Kathy Acker, Blood  

and Guts in High School, p. 31.

 125 ‘I gave the old guy a dirty look’:  

‘I’m not fucking you, I’m your enemy’:  

Kathy Acker, Florida, in Literal Madness, p. 401.

 125 ‘I know my grandmother hates my father’: Kathy 

Acker, Great Expectations, p. 14.
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 125 ‘I love mommy. I know she’s on Dex’: Kathy Acker, 

Great Expectations, p. 15. 

 125 ‘I didn’t feel frightened yet’: Kathy Acker, Florida,  

in Literal Madness, p. 400.

 125 ‘I myself never commit murder, I’m constantly  

drunk, I never despair’: Kathy Acker, The Childlike  

Life of the Black Tarantula, in Portrait of an Eye,  

pp. 25–7.

 125 ‘I’m as normal as any moral person’: Kathy Acker, 

Pussy, King of the Pirates (Grove Press, 1996), p. 84.

 125 ‘As soon as I was clean, again I started haunting 

clothes stores’: Kathy Acker, Pussy, King of the Pirates, 

p. 88.

 125 ‘I grew up wild, I want to stay wild’: Kathy Acker, 

Blood and Guts in High School, p. 97.

 125 ‘I felt very happy when my sister’s huge hat, while we 

were both in an auto, flew away’: Kathy Acker, Empire 

of the Senseless (Picador, 1988), p. 30.

 125–6 ‘I who would have and would be a pirate: I cannot.  

I who live in my mind which is my imagination as 

everything – wanderer adventurer fighter Commander-

in-Chief of Allied Forces – I am nothing in these 

times’: Kathy Acker, Empire of the Senseless, p. 26.

 133 ‘pain is the world’: Kathy Acker, Blood and Guts in 

High School, p. 125.
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